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Before His Birth 
By H. Lester Shenk 


RE Jesus came to Bethlehem, 
Men worshiped Him and knew His 
name; . 
Por Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
And Job knew Him before He came, 


A thousand years before His birth 

The Word records His anguished 
“Why?” 1 

The Man of sorrows, tender plant,2 

Must come to earth, alone, to die. 


Inscribed upon the Book of Life 3 

As long as David’s throne shall stand; 4 
The Lord has “chosen” us in Him,5 
Before this world came from His hand! 


1Psa, 22:1; 2 Isa. 53; * Rev. 17:8; ¢2 Sam 7:16; 
'Bph. 1:4. 
we 


On Opening a Telegram 

That Western Union yellow envelope 
is a familiar part of our modern life. 
To the noncommittal boy who brings it, 
it means nothing but another errand. 
But to the one who receives it, it may 
bring momentous news. There it lies on 
the desk, with the name and address 
showing through the envelope window, 
but giving no hint of its contents, and 
it insistently demands attention. In ten, 
fetrible words it may announce a trag- 





edy; or, in as many words it may bring 
great joy. What potent things are words, 
all put together out of the twenty-six 
letters of the alphabet! Telegrams tell 
of a variety of life’s experiences: the 
outcome of an operation, the end of a 
long journey by plane or car, a young 
mother’s passage through the valley of 
shadow of death, a decision in a legal 
case, the success or failure of business 
projects, estrangement of husband and 
wife, some terrible disclosure in the life 
of a Christian worker. According as one 
is phlegmatic or sensitive, it takes less 
or more grace even to open a telegram. 
And the same might be said of special 
delivery lgtters. But since it is always 
possible for a believer to “find grace to 
help in time of need,” there must be 
something in the Bible to enable us to 
face and absorb the shocks that come 
through these impersonal, rapid means 
of communication. David talks of a man 


who “shall not be afraid of evil tidings.” 
But who is this paragon of courage? Is 
he a man in perfect health, with muscles 
of iron and nerves like piano wire which 
can stand repeated shocks and never 
get out of tune? No, he is “the man 
that feareth the Lord, that delighteth 
greatly in his commandments .. . his 
heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord” (Psa. 
112:1, 7). There is a remedy for dis- 
traction and despair that is available to 
every one redeemed by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. His heart is not kept steady be- 
cause he is callous, or depending on his 
own courage and resourcefulness, but 
because his eyes are on the Lord. He 
has the perfect peace that passes under- 
standing because his “mind is stayed” 
on God (Isa. 26:3), and it is his habit 
to meet “every thing by prayer and sup- 
plication with thanksgiving” (Phil, 4:6). 
This is the only safe way to meet the 
shocks of these turbulent days. 


David Hill, Apostle to Central China 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


other for years, met by chance at 

a hotel table in America. They 
had naturally much to talk about, but 
the first thing the one said was, “I met 
a man in the train who reminded me 
.. -” His companion interrupted with, 
“Yes, I know whom you mean. I met 
him, too. He’s like St. Paul, as you 
were going to say, weren’t you?” 

“Yes, he seemed to me just such a 
man as the Apostle Paul must have 
been.” 

The man was David Hill, who had 
been attending the Methodist Ecumenical 
Conference in Washington, one of the 
rare occasions of absence of this apostle 
to Central China from his mission field, 

How was he like St, Paul? In every 
way. Evangelism was his enthusiasm. 


"Toes friends, who had not seen each 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And Jesus came and spake unto 
them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth” 
(Matt. 28:18). 




















“Love it, prefer it, glory in it,” he wrote 
and threw his whole heart and soul into 
it. That, and nothing else, was the pas- 
sion of his life. Like Paul, he was sep- 
arated unto the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
He remained unmarried that he might 
live where no woman could live, in two 
ramshackle rooms in an impoverished 
native quarter. He wore Chinese dress 
and cue, ate Chinese food with chop- 
sticks, toiled year after year without 
let-up or vacation. 

Though a man of considerable prop- 
erty he lived on a pittance, giving all 
other income to the poor and to mission 
extension. The first hour of the day 
and the last at night he spent in prayer. 
Like Paul, he was stoned and persecuted, 
He finally died of typhus contracted dur- 
ing his labors for famine relief. On his 
tombstone he praised the name which is 
above every name with the words: 

I ask them whence their victory came. 

They, with united breath, 

Astribe their conquest to the Lamb: 

Their triumph to His death. 

Paul was a humble man. David Hill 
wrote of Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 
15:9, “For I am the least of the apostles 
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that am not meet to be called an 

apostle”: 

“So the apostle thought in A.D. 59; but 
in A.D. 64 he had got to elachistos, ‘the 
very least,’ for, as he writes in Ephesians 
3:8, ‘To me who am less than the least,’ 
not now of the apostles, but of all saints. 
And in A.D. 65 he had got even farther 
when he wrote ‘of sinners of whom I am 
first.’” 

This modern apostle walked the same 
way of humility. It is related of him 
that once, in an English city, he strayed 
into a mission, and when sinners seeking 
salvation were asked to come forward, 
he knelt with the rest. When the 
preacher, learning who he was, expostu- 
lated with him, he replied, “I felt it 
would do me good to kneel with the 
penitents.” 

Here are some Pauline pictures: 

David Hill and Protheroe were preach- 
ing in the open air amidst a noisy crowd, 
out for horseplay. A man named Chia, 
from a neighboring village, listened to 
them. This is the story his grandson 
told years afterward: “My grandfather 
returned home next evening greatly 
moved. He had seen two foreign 
preachers baited by the crowd. He had 
heard their words and watched their 
gentleness, humility, and patience under 
great provocation. ‘I have seen a man,’ 
he said, ‘who must be like Confucius. 
He was so perfect in his words and 
deeds.’” 

That grandfather became the founder 
of the Christian church in his village. 

David Hill was instant in prayer. “I 
well remember,” writes one, “a visit 
from him to Han Ch’wan when, after a 
much-enjoyed chat and prayer together, 
we left him that he might get a much 
needed night’s rest. The thinnest of 
partitions separated us, and long into 
the night he could be heard at prayer, 
how long I never knew. Next morning, 
on taking to him an early cup of tea, 
I found him dressed as we had left 
him the night before, kneeling by his 
bed, which had not been slept in, and 
fast asleep.” 

“He prays for a house and for his 
work in Wuchang. He thanks God for 
the house and prays for land. He prays 
on his journeys and in his work; prays 
in the street-preaching chapel as others 
speak to the outsiders, or prays his way 
through all the ups and downs of his 
experiences in the Shansi famine.” 

“Once this week,” he writes in his 
diary, “I felt as though a voice said, 
‘Look up.’ dt was a gracious and sea- 
sonable word. Who it was that was 
praying for me, I do not know. Sure 
I am, however, that my great High Priest 
was, 

“O Lord, set my feet upon a rock, for 
I am very vacillating and am often not 
quite sure of my foothold, 

“Remove from me, O Lord, all that 
makes severe sifting necessary, all that 
gives a place to. the Devil to try me, 

“Give me singleness of eye and per- 
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fect purity of motive that there be no 
need to hold over me the dread of 
shame; such humility of mind that all 
ends sought by outward humiliations 
may be anticipated; such self-forgetful- 
ness and thoughtfulness for others that 
my own petty troubles may be lost in 
their joys. 

“Be thou, O Lord, nearer and more 
precious to me than a wife is to her 
husband.” 

Who was this saint and servant of 
Christ, this replica of the Apostle Paul? 
He was an English Methodist evange- 
list in the Province of Hupeh,. China, 
during the last half of the nineteenth 
century. He was pioneer with other 
great pioneers of the time, such as Tim- 
othy Richards and Griffith John and 
Hudson Taylor. He was indeed a street 
preacher, but he was also a founder of 
institutions, certain of which he financed 
personally. Among these were the David 
Hill School for the Blind at Hankow, 
the David Hill Memorial Hospital in 
Teian, the David Hill Theological School 
in Wuchang, the David Hill Girls Board- 
ing School in Hanyang, the David Hill 
Itinerancy for Founding Country Cir- 
cuits, the Central China Lay Mission, 
the High School for Boys in Wuchang. 
In the founding of the Central China 
University and the China Tract Society 
he had important part. Yet his real 
life work was evangelism among a peo- 
ple disdainful of all foreigners, contemp- 
tuous of their message, whose cities were 
all walled and gates locked at night, whose 
very wards were railed off from each 
other with wooden barriers. A mighty 
nation bristling with opposition. 

It was then a land without proper 
roads. So he traveled slowly on foot- 
paths from village to village, preaching 

(Continued on page 1054) 





Coming Next Week 


HE Christmas Number of THE 
SunbDAY ScHOOL TIMEs is always 
one to which readers look forward 
with anticipation. This year’s 
Christmas Number, which will be 
next week’s issue, will be un- 
usually rich. The attractive cover 
will portray a wholesome, young 
carol singer. The leading editorial, 
from the pen of Dr. J. C. Macaulay, 
pastor of Wheaton Bible Church, 
Wheaton, Ii, will present 
“Thoughts on the Approach of 
Christmas.” The Rev. Arthur 
Hedley of England will write of 
“The Ministry and Message of the 
Angels.” There will be appropri- 
ate Christmas poems and an arti- 
cle on favorite Christmas carols. 
Next week’s issue will also con- 
tinue Dr. Soltau’s series on “The 
Cross of Christ,” with his fifth 
article, “The Redemptive Power 
of the Cross.” 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Does the Holy Spirit 
Abide in a Believer? 





On page 706 at the end of th 
first illustration is this unscriptuyj 
statement: “A few days ago, Om 
came to dwell within my heart; 
has changed all life for me forever, | 
dare not bow to any other, lest }k 
depart.” 

THE SuNDAY ScHoot TIMEs has stoo 
steadfast on [the fact that] once th 
Holy Spirit is sent into the heart, Re 
will abide forever (John 14:16). Now. 
it seems to me the above teaching 
that the Holy Spirit may depart, is 
out of harmony with the Scripture 
and with the position of the Trg 
throughout the twenty-eight years | 
have taken it. 

If the statement had read, “I dar 
not bow to any other, lest He be 
grieved,” that would have been Scrip. 
tural. 

The illustration only gives fuel to 
those who hold that, if a Christian 
sins, the Holy Spirit may depart and 
they be lost. 

In appreciation of the Scriptural 
position of THE SunpAY ScHOOL = 
throughout the many years. God bless 
all of you who meke possible this 
paper.—A Kansas reader. 


The reader is strictly correct in hold- 
ing that when the Holy Spirit comes to 
abide in a believer at conversion He 
comes in to stay and will not depart, 
This is clear from such a verse as Ephe- 
sians 1:13, “In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation: in whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, unto the praise of his glory.” 

However, when one rereads the illus- 
tration, he sees that that last phrase is 
only a very minor part of it, and that 
the Chinese Christian of whom it tells 
did stand true to his Lord and gave a 
brave testimony. Moreover, he was a 
new convert. Here is the illustration: 


All Life Changed.—We ought to 
obey God rather than men (Acts 5: 
29, Golden Text). An_ influential 
Chinaman who held high office in the 
educational life of China accepted 
Christ. He had magnificent prospects 
before him: position, influence, oppor- 
tunity, all were his. The study of 
the New Testament brought to him the 
conviction that Christ was the Saviour 
of men, and his Saviour. After a 
period of struggle and of counting the 
cost, he determined upon his confes- 
sion before men. His dearest friend 
pleaded with him earnestly, agoniz- 
ingly. He pleaded in vain. Then he 
urged him to secret discipleship. “Bow 
to the tablet of Confucius; it is only an 
empty form, and you can believe what 
you like in your heart.” It was 4 
struggle, but he replied: “A few days 
ago One came to dwell within my 
heart; He has changed all life for me 
forever. I dare not bow to any other, 
lest He depart."—From “The Regen- 
eration of China,” by Nelson Bitton. 
Sent by J. A, Clark, Southport, Eng. 


(Continued on page 1041) 
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Lesson for December 17 


IV. The Purpose of the 


The sinner's helplessness to bring about reconciliation 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





N THE previous articles, we have 

considered the “Fact of the Cross,” 

the “Necessity for the Cross,” and 
last week the “Heart of the Cross.” In 
this article our thoughts will be centered 
on the Purpose of the Cross, and we shall 
begin with several verses from Paul's 
Letter to his friends in Colosse. Chapter 
1:19-22 reads as follows: “For it pleased 
the Father that in him should: all ful- 
ness dwell; and, having made peace 
through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself... . 
And you, that were sometime alienated 
and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath he reconciled in 
the body of his flesh through death, to 
present you holy and unblameable and 
unreproveable in his sight.” These verses 
egontain some tremendous statements 
which reach backward to the eternities 
of the past and also look forward to 
the eternities that lie in the future. Their 
focal point is the cross of Christ Jesus. 
Let us think of them briefly. 


I. THE FATHER’S PURPOSE 


There is a twofold statement concern- 
ing what it pleased God the Father to 
bring about in His eternal purpose. “It 
pleased the Father that in him should 
all fulness dwell,” and also “by him to 
reconcile all things unto himself.” There 
is a very close connection between these 
two statements, and unless we realize 
what that connection is we cannot fully 
understand the full meaning of either 
one. As Bishop Lightfoot has translated 
the first phrase, “In Him the fullness 
of the Godhead was exhausted.” In the 
person of the Lord Jesus Christ all the 
attributes of the Godhead were fully 
present and fully manifested; nothing 
that is an attribute of God the Father 
is missing in the person of God the Son. 
That was part of the eternal councils 
of the Godhead, and was carried out 
exactly as was planned so that in ac- 
cordance with the prophecy of Isaiah, 
made six hundred years before the 
Lord’s birth, He was given the name 
Immanuel, “God with us.” The second 
half of that purpose as stated in these 
verses was, “Having made peace through 
the blood of his cross, by him to rec- 
oncile all things unto himself.” This 
twofold purpose might be summed up 
in the two words, Revelation — “In him 
should all the fulness dwell”; and Recon- 
tiliation — “Having made peace through 
the blood of his cross; through him to 
feconcile all things unto himself.” It 
is clear also that the revelation was not 
an end in itself; it was in order to bring 
about reconciliation, and the very center 
of the reconciliation is found in the 
cross, 


A mind at “perfect peace” with God 
Oh! what a word is this! 

A sinner reconciled through blood — 
This, this indeed is peace! 

By nature and by practice far — 


How very far from God! 
Yet now by grace brought nigh to 


Through faith in Jesus’ blood. 
—Horatius Bonar. 
This is the fourth article in a series 


of eight on “The Cross of Christ” by 
Dr. Soltau. 








Reconciliation is a word that we need 
to think of very carefully, especially 
so since the way in which it is used 
in these verses is just in reverse to 
that in which we are in the habit of 
using it. Here the statement is that 
God had a special purpose through a 
special means of reconciling you or us 
unto Himself. As we use the word in 
the case of an estrangement between 
two people, it is not the aggrieved one 
that takes action toward reconciling, 
but upon the one who did the wrong 
and caused the rift that responsibility 
rests. It is very clear, both from the 
words of Scripture and also from the 
experience of every one of us, that it 
was man who caused the estrangement 
between himself and God by an act of 
willful and calculated disobedience in 
the case of our first parents, and by a 
series of successive, similar actions on 
the part of each one of their descend- 
ants ever since. 

Sin is lawlessness or rebellion, whether 
it is manifested in sins of commission 
in which thoughts, words, or deeds are 
indulged in, which are known to be 
contrary to the will of God; or whether 
it is manifested in sins of omission when 
those things which we know God right- 
fully expects and demands from us, His 
creatures, are deliberately left undone. 
So often people like to tell me that they 
are not guilty of any great or serious 
sins and, therefore, have little to re- 
pent of in God’s sight. I have found, 
however, that those who make such 
statements are nearly always thinking 
in terms of sins of commission and have 
entirely blinded themselves to the most 
serious sins of omission of which they 
must know they have been guilty if 
they give the matter but a moment’s 
thought. The sin of ingratitude to God 
for all His mercy and loving-kindness, 
the sin of failure to worship Him as 
He has directed us to do, and above all 
the sin of unrepentance and of ignoring 
the perfect sacrifice of His Son for us 
are all tremendously serious sins for 
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Cross 
By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


which there is no possible valid ex- 
“There is none righteous, no, not 


cuse. 
one... . All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.” That is the 
divine sentence. Nevertheless, in the 


face of all this it is not we that can do 
the reconciling, for we have nothing in 
us that can provide a basis for such. 
It was God that made this plan for 
reconciling us to Himself, and it was He 
who paid all the cost. 


II. THE PurPosE FULFILLED 

In Colossians 1:21, 22 the Apostle Paul, 
having spoken of the purpose of the 
Father, then goes on to speak of its 
fulfillment and of the method of its ac- 
complishment. “And you, that were 
sometime alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled in the body of his flesh 
through death.” In these words the 
apostle tells us that what God the Father 
had planned to do, and for which the 
fullness of the Godhead was made to 
dwell in the Son as He appeared in 
human form, was accomplished and is 
now an established fact; that is, the way 
for reconciliation of sinful and rebel- 
lious man to God has been fully estab- 
lished by means of and because of the 
death on the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

A question that is often asked is as to 
why the cross was necessary and how 
was the purpose of reconciliation accom- 
plished through it? In this question we 
touch the very heart of the Gospel as 
we saw in our last article. To answer 
it briefly, God, as the infinitely holy and 
righteous one, in all His dealings with 
man, must be absolutely just. That 
means, therefore, that He must deal with 
us on the basis of our conduct and char- 
acter, which, as we have already seen, 
can receive but one sentence — condem- 
nation, for “all have sinned.” But in 
order to make it possible for Him in 
His absolute justice to deal with sinners 
in mercy and love, God Himself pro- 
vided another basis — the basis for rec- 
onciliation. In the death of His Son, 
God Himself paid the price and the 
penalty of our sins, and the condemna- 
tion and curse that was due us fell upon 
Him as He hung upon the cross. As a 
result, just as soon as you or I or any 
other sinner in a spirit of reverent grati- 
tude take our place at the cross of our 
Lord, acknowledging that it was for us 
“He hung and suffered there” and that 
it was to pay the price for our sins, 
immediately thereby the way is opened 
up for God to deal with us on the basis 
of divine grace. As a result, the enmity 
between us and God is instantaneously 
and forever removed and we have the 
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right of access into His presence and to 
call Him our Father. This privilege is 
one that can be enjoyed only by those 
who come to God through His Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom and 
in whom they have become reconciled 
to God. There is no other way, as He 
Himself so clearly stated. 


III. Tue Fina Goat 


In the closing words of the verses that 
we have been considering we find stated 
the final goal of the great work of rec- 
onciliation which was made possible 
through our Lord’s death on the cross: 
“To present you holy and unblameable 
and unreproveable in his sight.” These 
are the words that take us forward into 
the eternities that lie ahead. The ma- 
jestic purpose that lay behind the Lord’s 
perfect sacrifice of Himself for us was 
that He might present us to God the 
Father perfect in our likeness to the 
glorious Son Himself, clad in the robe 
of His righteousness, made spotless with 
His own absolute purity, and having 
nothing in us that could in any way 
fail to measure up to the divine stand- 
ards of perfection. As we are then pre- 
sented by the Son to the Father, He 
shall see in us the glorious likeness 
to His Son an@ shall welcome us as 
members of His family, as His sons and 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


daughters with whom He delights to 
have fellowship and to whom He reveals 
the glories of His person. Such was the 
magnificent purpose of the cross. As 
our thoughts are turned back to that 
historic event of nineteen centuries ago, 
we shall do well to ask ourselves how 
far we have entered into the full mean- 
ing of the passion and death of our Lord 
and what progress has been made in us 
toward rendering us fit to be pre- 
sented to the Father. As we look back 
to the first coming of the Lord as our 
Redeemer, we should also look forward 
to His second coming as our King to 
bring to its magnificent consummation 
that glorious work begun for us in His 
death and begun in us when we first 
came to know Him as our Saviour and 
Lord. 

Our God and Father, again we praise 
and magnify Thy name for the majesty 
of Thy purpose in sending Thy Scn to 
be the sacrifice for us and to reconcile 
us unto Thyself. Teach us, we pray, to 
understand more and more of the depth 
of the meaning of His death for us and 
in our place, that we may the more 
worthily walk before Thee in our daily 
lives and glorify Thy name. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord we ask it, amen. 


(To be continued) 


lil. History in the Hand of God 


His overruling in the case of Napoleon, the Kaiser, and Hitler 


By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


The first and second parts of this study by Dr. Petrie were published 

in Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes of October 21 and 28 respectively. This is 

the third and final article in the series. The entire three articles may 

be had, in booklet form, from the author, 5400 Keystone Place, Seattle 

3. Single copies are 10 cents each, or 3 may be had for 25 cents, 6 for 
50 cents, or 12 for $1. 


WO illustrations from secular history, 

showing how God overrules in the 
affairs of men were given in the first 
two articles in this series, published in 
the October 21 and October 28 issues of 
Tue SunpAy ScHoot Times. They were 
the defeat of the Moslem hordes -that 
sought to invade Europe, and the de- 
struction of the Spanish Armada. There 
are two other striking examples. 
+ 3. Napoleon believed that he was des- 
tined to rule the world. His wife, Jose- 
phine, once said of him: “Napoleon is 
persuaded that he is to subjugate all 
the nations of the earth” (“Life of Jose- 
phine”). We shall see how the hand of 
God turned him. 

In the year 1812 he invaded Russia, 
F, W. Krummacher, German saint and 
scholar, whose writings are now appear- 
ing in English, writes this in his auto- 
biography concerning Napoleon’s pas- 
sage through his village and the return: 

“In the year 1812 we saw a great part 
of the grand army of Napoleon pass 
along on its march to Russia, with im- 


posing pomp, and with an overbearing 
haughtiness, as if already the whole 
world were subject to it—a spectacle 
which naturally presented a most pow- 
erful attraction to our youthful fancy, 
whilst our parents in secret gnashed 
their teeth with anguish at the sight. 
“The retreat, a few months afterwards, 
of the Emperor’s army, once so proud 
and intoxicated with victory, but now 
reduced, by the judgment of God which 
overtook them on the snowy plains of 
Russia, to a few tattered fragments, 
awakened indeed quite other feelings 
within us, and it contributed also not 
a little to withdraw our attention from 
our accustomed everyday work. Partic- 
ularly exciting to us was the moment 
which afforded us the opportunity for 
a brief quarter of an hour, during a 
change of horses, of seeing Napoleon 
himself, the great oppressor of nations, 
whose aspect reminded us of the busts 
of the Emperor Nero. We saw him as 
he sat leaning back in silence in the 
corner of his carriage; only once did he 
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bend forward with cold formality, when 
some young girls, without any display, 
handed to him a bunch of flowers. Op 
the box of his carriage cowered his 
Mameluke Rustan, and armed cara 
bineers with drawn sabers formed his 
escort.” 

The “Overture of 1812” by Tschaikoy. 
sky (1840-1893), one of the greatest of 
Russian composers, was written in cele. 
bration of Napoleon’s retreat from Rus- 
sia. A. H, Strong writes: “Not without 
reason at Moscow, on the anniversary 
of the retreat of the French, the exul- 
tation of the prophet over the fall of 
Sennacherib is read in the churches.” 
Thus the defeat of Napoleon in Russia 
is considered the work of the hand of 
the Lord. 

Napoleon “never believed that his 
plans could: fail”; but they did. On the 
Island of St. Helena he said: “It was 
that unhappy war in Spain which ruined 
me. The results have irrevocably proved 
that I was wrong” (“Life of Josephine”), 

Waterloo (1815) proved the undoing 
of Napoleon. He, however, did not think 
it would. J. R. Green in his “History 
of the English People” tells us that on 
the morning of June 18 (a Sunday), 
when Napoleon saw the position of the 
English armies, he said, “I have them!” 
But God intervened. 

The Duke of Wellington evidently saw 
the hand of God in the victory at Water- 
loo; for on the night after the battle, as 
he rode back over the battlefield, he 
murmured repeatedly, “Thank God... 
thank God.” 

The English put Napoleon on the 
Island of St. Helena, off the West Coast 
of Africa. There he dictated his memoirs, 
and made many observations on his past 
history. To me, one of the most sig- 
nificant of them is this: “There was a 
Hand moving in Europe which I did not 
see.” 


4. World Wars of 1914-1918; 1939-1945, 
—In a very remarkable way the hand 
of God was at work in these: historic 
events. If I were asked to state the 
great prophetic-historic event that came 
out of World War I, I should at once an- 
swer, The liberation of Palestine from 
Turkish rule. In August of 1881 (almost 
70 years ago), the Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Bonar of Glasgow said at Northfield: 
“What if you read some morning that 
the Turks are driven out of Palestine, 
or that they are withdrawn from Pales- 
tine — that the times of the Gentiles are 
ended? And I should not be surprised 
any week to hear these tidings.” To- 
day we have those tidings; the Turks 
have been driven out of Palestine. And 
then if I were asked to state the greatest 
historic event that come out of World 
War II, I should answer, The return of 
the Jews to Palestine. And today they 
are back there, nearly one million five 
hundred thousand strong (the number 
expected there by the end of 1950). 

The judgment of God was most cer- 
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tainly poured out upon the nations dur- 
ing those two wars, and His hand was 
certainly at work. One is reminded 
of Longfellow’s lines on “Retribution,” 
which he translated from the German: 
Though the mills of God grind slowly, 
Yet they grind exceeding small: 
Though with patience He stands waiting, 
With exactness grinds He all. 
Future History 
The future history of nations and of 
the earth is in the hand of the Lord. 
God will continue to show that the 
hearts of kings are in His hand. The 
Scripture for this is Revelation 17:17, 
“For God hath put in their hearts to 
fulfil his will, and to agree, and give 
their kingdom unto the beast, until the 
words of God shall be fulfilled.” Those 
words concern the future history of ten 
kings, which are yet to arise, and be- 
come confederate, and to act out their 
part in history as predicted in Daniel 7 
and Revelation 17. God says (Rev. 17: 
17) that He will turn their hearts to 
fulfil his will.” “The history of the 
world is all ordered with the view to 
the final establishment of Messiah’s uni- 
versal kingdom upon earth” (Fausset). 
God may not seem to be working, but 
He is. James Russell Lowell wrote some 
wonderful words in his poem, “The Pres- 
ent Crisis.” Most speakers who use them 
leave out the first lines, but they must 
be quoted to get the full meaning of 
the poet. 
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Careless seems the Great Avenger; his- 

tory’s pages but record 

One death grapple in the darkness ‘twixt 

all systems and the Word — 

Truth forever on the scaffold, wrong for- 

ever on the throne; 

But that scaffold sways the future, and 

behind the dim unknown 

Standeth God within the shadow, keeping 

watch above His own. 

One word more. John wrote in Reve- 
lation 19:6, “The Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth.” The original word is in the 
past tense (aorist Greek) “reigned.” 
The meaning is that in every crisis of 
the history of the world God has reigned. 
He will reign in this crisis and in the 
next. John had before him all past his- 
tory, and he had had a vision of future 
history. He is therefore able to say of 
it all, “The Lord God omnipotent 
REIGNED.” And may we, too, say with 
him, “HALLELUJAH !” 

Friends, let us remember that history 
—past, present, and future—is in the 
hand of the Lord; that God is working; 
that God rules in the kingdom of men 
(Dan. 4:17, 25, 32). And let Him rule 
in your life also, and learn to say with 
David, “My times are in thy hand” 
(Psa. 31:15). And to one and all, in 
difficult and dangerous times, I would 
suggest the words of 1 Peter 4:19: 
“Wherefore let them that suffer accord- 
ing to the will of God commit the 
keeping of their souls to him in well 
doing, as unto a FAITHFUL CREATOR.” 


SEATTLE. 


The Right Use of the Lord’s Money 


“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful’ (1 Cor. 4:2) 


N THE conduct of any Christian or- 
ganization, the recording of its finan- 

cial transactions and the careful han- 
dling of its funds are of great importance. 
Usually these responsibilities are dis- 
charged with fidelity and with a high 
sense of accountability for the safeguard- 
ing and proper disposition of funds re- 
ceived. 

In some instances, however, an organ- 
ization may be under the direction of 
men of undoubted integrity, but who 
have had little or no business experience, 
and who are without adequate knowl- 
edge of ordinary accounting procedure. 
Because of this lack, the proper record- 
ing of receipts and expenditures is 
sometimes overlooked. It is, therefore, 
the part of wisdom to secure advice 
from someone who has had experience in 
business and accounting methods, in or- 
der that reliable records may be estab- 
lished to enable the trustees of the 
Lord’s funds to render an account of 
their stewardship, 

Contributors to the Lord’s work have 
aright to expect that their money shall 
be carefully protected, used econom- 
ically, and not diverted to any other 
purpose than the specific work for which 
itis given. TruStees in the secular field 


would be condemned by the courts if 
funds entrusted to them for a certain 
purpose were diverted to other uses. 
How much more careful should one be 
who is entrusted with the Lord’s money! 
A few men, unfortunately, act as though 
such money as comes into their hands 
is to be disposed of at their own dis- 
cretion, regardless of the representations 
made to those who gave it, 

It is not conducive to creating a re- 
spect for Christian organizations when 
it is learned that some institution is 
forbidden by the government to solicit 
funds because of false representations, 
or that the bulk of its collections is used 
for purposes other than those for which 
the solicitation is made. In some in- 
stances, the Better Business Bureaus 
have taken action to stop solicitation of 
this kind. 

The advertising to secure funds for a 
Christian organization should be honest 
and sincere. The needs of certain groups 
should not be exploited in order to 
obtain donations where the funds re- 
ceived are used for the groups mentioned 
to only a slight degree and the greater 
part used for other purposes. It is no 
defense to plead that the latter are good 
purposes. The money obtained under 
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such methods has been obtained under 
false pretenses. 

A member of the. management should 
never use his position to favor himself 
or a relative or friend in the use of an 
institution’s funds. In the management 
of the Lord’s work, there should be no 
opportunity for a charge of self-interest, 
In investing funds for the organization, 
they should not be put into enterprises 
in which the manager or a relative has 
an interest. “No man can serve two 
masters” (Matt. 6:24). 

Many Christian enterprises secure en- 
dorsement of prominent men and in- 
clude their names on their letterheads 
and in their advertising. Such endorsers 
are entitled to a full report of the work 
done each year. The endorsers know 
the head of the enterprise and have con- 
fidence in his integrity, but they often 
do not know of his qualifications to han- 
dle funds and see that proper records 
are made of their disposal. 

A movement may be started from very 
good motives, but a careful evaluation 
should be made to see that the over- 
head expenses are not excessive in pro- 
portion to the work accomplished, There 
are many small organizations engaged 
in practically similar work, each with 
its own officers, office, telephone, and 
office staff. It might be advisable in 
some instances to merge such bodies 
so that the overhead expenses would not 
be relatively too large. 

Christian institutions should be care- 
ful to keep out of debt. It is not good 
to have business houses complaining that 
some Christians fail to meet their just 
debts. Some claim they go into ven- 
tures on faith, but oftentimes it is not 
faith but presumption. Running up bills 
when there is nothing on hand to meet 
them savors of dishonesty, 

May those who are entrusted with the 
Lord’s money see to it that they so ad- 
minister their trust that in the final ac- 
counting they may receive the com- 
mendation, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant” (Matt, 25:21). 


w 


Does the Holy Spirit Abide 
in a Believer? 
(Continyed from second page) 


It has sometimes been said that “no 
illustration can stand on four legs,” 
that is, there are often details in an 
illustration that have nothing to do with 
its main point. The Editors of the Trmes 
exercise great care in selecting the illus- 
trations, and never intend to teach false 
doctrine. They do reject a great many 
that are submitted, but occasionally ac- 
cept a striking story which has a real 
point, and yet which may contain one or 
two details with which they would not 
agree one hundred per cent. The illus- 
trations are taken from other sources 
and cannot be edited like original manu- 
scripts written for THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIMEs. 
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Suggestions for Your Christmas Giving 














Miscellaneous 


S THE season of the year approaches 

when we rejoice to make hearts glad 
through our gifts in remembrance of 
God’s “unspeakable gift,” the Lord Jesus 
christ, Sunpay Scnoot Tres readers 
nay find suggestive the following chan- 
nels for Christmas giving. The list here 
given suggests but a few of the many 
Christian organizations worthy of the 
zifts and prayers of God’s people. Any 
‘omplete list would, of course, be too 
large for publication here. Bible schools, 
institutes, colleges, city rescue missions, 
and city Jewish missions, of which there 
are a great many that stand true and 
are wholly worthy of our gifts and 
prayers, are not included; and denomi- 
national organizations, many of. which 
are worthy of support, are not men- 
tioned, but only those of an interdenomi- 
national character. 

All Nations Evangelistic Fellowship, Room 
1814, 175 Fifth Ave., New York City 10. 

America Inland Mission, Gentry, Ark. 

American Association for Jewish Evangelism, 
Inc., Box 585, Winona Lake, Ind. 

American Bible Society, 450 Park Ave., New 
York City 22. 

American Home Bible League, 
worth Ave., Chicago 28. 

American Inland Mountain Mission, Box 87, 
Corbin, Ky. 

American Mission for 
Churches, Northville, N. Y. 

American Prophetic League, Inc., The (dis- 
tributors of Bible study material), Box BB, 
Eagle Rock Station, Los Angeles 41. 

American Rural Mission, Inc., Box 21, St. 
Paul 2, Minn. 

American Scripture Gift Mission, Ine., Wil- 
liam H. Richie, Executive Secretary, Heid 
Building, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 7. 

American Sunday-School Unien, 1816 Chest- 
nut St., Philadelphia 3. Organizes and main- 
tains Sunday schools among the otherwise un- 
reached boys and girls throughout rural 
America. Established in 1817. 

American Tract Society, 21 W. 46th St., New 
York City 19. 


Best Seller Publicity 


11046 Went- 


Opening Closed 


(Bible-text posters in 


streetcars, busses, and on billboards), 189 W. 
Madison St., Chicago 2. 
Bible Club Movement, Inc., 1505 Race St., 


Philadelphia 2. 

Bible Crusaders, Inc., The (Scripture bill- 
boards and placards for public display, and 
Bible-text stickers), P. O. Box 777, Seattle 11. 

Bible House of Los Angeles, Inc., 927 S. 
Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 6, 

Bible Meditation League, P. O. Box 1957, Co- 
lumbus 16, Ohio. 

Bible Memory Association, Inc., 2625 Dillard 
St., Shreveport 14, La. 

Fiblical Research Society, 4005 Verduge Rd., 
Lo. Angeles 65. 

Big Brother Tract Band, The, Box 888, Akron 
9, Ohio. 

Braille Circulating Library (for the Blind), 
704 West Grace St., Richmond 20, Va. 

Canadian Sunday School Mission, Inc., 222 
Portage Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can. 


Chicago Bible Society, 35 E. Wacker Drive, 
Chicago 1. 

Child Evangelism Fellowship, Inc., Interna- 
tional, P. O. Box 740, Santa Monica, Calif. 


Children’s Bible Mission, Inc., Box 1137, 
Lakeland, Fla. 
Children’s Gospel Hour, Inc., The (giving 


the Gospel to boys and girls over 50 stations, 
Bible camps, school visitation), Henry C. 
Geiger, Director, Livingston, Tenn. 

Christ for America (Evangelistic Campaigns), 
Horace F. Dean, President. Headquarters, 542 
S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5. 

Christ’s Mission, Inc. ‘reaching Roman Cath- 
olics with the Gospel), H. Clay Mitchell, Act- 
ing Director, 160 Fifth Ave., New York City 10. 

Christian Association for the Blind, Inc., 430 
E. 14lst St., New York City 54. 


Christian Jail Workers, Inc., P. O. Box 3333, 
Los Angeles 53. 

Christian Mission te Churchless Communi- 
ties, the Rev. Homer Stanley Morgan, Presi- 
dent, Room 805, 140 Nassau St., New York 
City 7. 

Christian Service Brigade (for boys), 542 S. 
Dearborn St., Chicago 5. 

Colportage Ministry, Moody Bible Institute, 
808 N. La Salle St., Chicago 10. Distributes 
Scripture por ions and other Gospel literature 
in prisons, hospitals, home and fo:eign mis- 
sion fields, and to Army and Navy personnel. 

Cook Christian Training School (Bible school 
for Indians from many tribes), P. O. Box 7158, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

Dallas Theological Seminary. Ind dent 
and denominationally unrelated. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, President; C. F. Lincoln, Th.D., Treas., 
3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4. 

Day School Gospel League, 53 Millwood Rd., 
Toronto 12, Can. 

Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
434 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5. 

Faith Theological Seminary, Wilmington, 
Del. Fundamental and premillennial. Roland 
K. Armes, Treasurer, 151 Maplewood Ave., 
Philadelphia 44. 

Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief So- 
ciety, Inc., The, 728 Witherspoon Bldg., Wal- 
nut and Juniper Sts., Philadelphia 7. 

Gideons, International, The, a Christian 
Businessmen’s Association, 212 E. Superior 
St., Chicago 11. 

Great Commission Prayer League, 808 N. La- 
Salle St., Chicago 10. 

Hebrew Christian Alliance ef America, 520 
W. Melrose St., Chicago 13. 

Hiawatha Land Independent Baptist Mis- 
sions, Inc., 1910 First Ave. South, Escanaba, 
Mich. 

High School Evangelism Fellowship, 
15 Park Row, New York City 7. 


International Board of Jewish Missions, Inc., 
Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President, P. O. Box 
1256, Atlanta 1. 

International Hebrew Christian Alliance, 
4919 N. Albany Ave., Chicago 25. 

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship and Stu- 
dent Foreign Missions Fellowship, 1444 N. 
Astor, Chicago 10. 

Keswick Colony of Merey, Keswick Grove, 
N. J. 

Message to Israel, Inc., The Rev. Coulson 
Shepherd, Director, Box 682, General P. O., 
New York City 1. 

Million. Testaments Campaigns, Inc., 
Reece St.. Philadelphia 2. 
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Miracle Book Club, Inc. (organizing Bible 
study units for the youth of the world), Mis 
E. M. McClusky, President, 50 Avery Drive, 
N. E., Atlanta 5. 

Mission to the Migrants, Inc., 2007 W. 78th 
Place, Los Angeles 47. . 

Missionary - Aviation Fellowship, P. O. Box 
708, Los Angeles 53. 


National Home Missions Fellowship, care of 
the Rev. G. D. Franklin, Emmalina, Ky. 


Navajo Bible School and Mission, Howard 
A. Clark, Supt., Window Rock, Ariz. 


Navajo Gospel Mission, Berlyn H. and Edith 
M. Stokely, Directors, Oraibi, Ariz. 


New England Fellowship, 9 Park St., Bos- 
ton 8. 

New. York Bible Society, 5 E. 48th St., New 
York City 17. 

Northwest Mountain Mission, Inc., Harold A. 
De Groff, Superintendent, Box 421, Boise, 
Idaho. 

ou ay ener Revival Hour, Gospel Broad- 

iati Charles E. Fuller, Director, 
P. °. = 123, Los Angeles 53. 

Philadelphia Bible Society, Inc., The, 720 

Schaff Bidg., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2. 


Pioneer Girls, 53 W. Jackson Blvd., Chi- 
cago 4. 

Pocket Testament League, Inc., The, Al- 
fred A. Kunz, Exec. Director. New York of- 
fice, 156 Fifth Ave.; New York City 10; Phila- 
delphia office, 710 Witherspoon Bldg., Juniper 
and Walnut Sts., Philadelphia 7. 


Prayer League, Inc. (for the evangelization 
of Roman Catholics), P. O. Box.31, Bushwick 
Station, Bropklyn -21, N. Y. 

Railway Mission of North America, 
106 Evelyn Crescent, 
Place, Buffalo 14. 


Religion Analysis Service, Inc. (a special- 
ized ministry for the exposing of false ‘‘isms” 
within Christendom, and the winning of 
souls), E. B. Jones, Exec. Dir., P. O. Box B, 
Traffic Station, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 


Rural Bible Crusade National, J. H. Kornel- 
sen, Exec. Sec., Box 269, Wheaton, Ill. 

Rural Home Missi yA jation, Inc., 107 
W. Jefferson St., Box 135, Morton, Ill. 


School Bag Gospel League, Charles E. Grem- 
mels, President, Room 729, 1775 Broadway, 
New York City 19. 

Scripture Memory Mountain Mission, Gar- 
land D. Franklin, Director, Emmalena, Ky. 

Shantymen’s Christian Association of North 
America, 14 Spadina Rd., Toronto 5, Can. 


Southern Highland Evangel, Inc., Biggs, Pike 
County, Ky. 
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Sunday School Times Gift Subscription 
Fund. To send The Sunday School Times to 
those at home and abroad who are unable to 
pay for it. The Sunday School Times, 325 
N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia 5 

T M tain Mission, Inc., The, Box 
45, Dayton, Tenn. 

Truth for Students and Service Men. To 
provide students and servicemen with litera- 
ture showing that up-to-date scholarship and 
science corroborate the Bible, A. D. Weir, Gen. 
Sec., 424 N. Tenth St., Corvallis, Oreg. 

Utah Gospel Mission (for evangelization of 
Mormons), 9277 Amesbury Ave., Cleveland 6. 

Victorious Life Testimony, Inc., 401 Common- 
wealth Building, 12th and Chestnut Sts., Phila- 
delphia 7. 

Victory Sky Pilots, Inc., Box 411, Winona 
Lake, Ind. 

Western Canada Mission to the Jews, 158 
Aikins St., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can. 

Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, Na- 
tional, 1730 Chicago Ave., Evanston, Il. 

Young Life Campaign, P. O. Box 1519, Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo 
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Youth for Christ International, Inc., 220 W. 
Monroe St., Chicago 6. 

Youth Gospel Crusade, Inc., 221 Liberty Bldg., 
Wheaton, Ill. 


Foreign Missionary Societies 


The following interdenominational for- 
eign missionary organizations are be- 
lieved to be true to the old faith. De- 
nominational foreign missionary societies, 
many of which are worthy of support, 
‘are not mentioned here, but only those 
of a non-denominational or interdenomi- 
national character. 


Africa Inland Mission, 375 
Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 

Alaska Evangelization Society, P. O. Box 508, 
care W. E. Pietsch, Waterloo, Iowa. 

Algiers Mission Band, Dar Naama, El Biar, 
Algiers, North Africa. 

All-Russian Evangelical Christian Union, 2434 
N. Kedzie Blvd., Chicago 47. 

American Committee for the Evangelization 
of the Greeks, Inc., 156 Fifth Ave., New York 
City 10. 

American European Bethel Mission, Inc., 252 
N. Dillon St., Los Angeles 26. 

American-European Fellowship for Chris- 
tian Oneness and Evangelization, Inc., 15 
Philipse Place, Yonkers 3, N. Y. 

American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York City 10. 

Association of Baptists for World Evangel- 
ism, Inc., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2. 

Belgian Gospel Mission, John C. Winston 
and O. Vansteenberghe, Co-Directors; D. T. 
Richman, Treasurer, 325 N. 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 7. 

Bethe] Mission of China, Inc., Kowloon, 
Hong Kong, and Shanghai, China. Send gifts 
to 505 N. Sunnyslope Ave., Pasadena 8, Calif. 

Bolivian Indian Mission, 508 Central Ave., 
Plainfield, N. J. 

Borneo Evangelical Mission, 317 Collins St., 
Melbourne, Vicioria, Australia. 

Central American Mission, The, 3611 Congress 
Ave., Dallas 4. 

Ceylon and India General Mission, 
Lombard Ave., Oak Park, Il. 

China Bible. Seminary, 500 Recreation Rd., 
Kiangwan, Shanghai, China. Send gifts to Wm. 
L. Dumas, Treas., Talladega, Ala. 

China Inland Mission, 237 W. School Lane, 
Philadelphia 44. 

Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
4th St., New York City 18. 

Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Soci- 
ety, 352 Wellington Ave., Chicago 14. 

D, M. Stearns Missionary Fund, S. C. 
Dynkelberger, Sec., 147 W. School Lane. Phila- 
delphia 44. Channel for funds throughout the 
world. 
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Door of Hope Mission, Shanghai, China, con- 
ducting a Children’s Refuge and Door of Hope 
Home. Send gifts to Mrs. Geo. S. Schuler, 
2900 Alamo Drive, Orlando, Fla. 

Eastern European Mission, Paul B. Peter- 
son, President, 1166 Diversey Parkway, Chi- 
cago 14. 

Egypt General Mission. Headquarters, 106 
Highbury New Park, London, N. 5, Eng. U. S. 
Sec.-Treas., Miss Martha L. Leal, 315 E. Clifton 
Terrace, Washington 9, D. C. 

European Christian Mission, 1101 E. 35th St., 
Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 

European Evangelistic Crusade, 
Delaware Ave., Buffalo 9. 

Evangelical Alliance Mission, The (formerly 
Scandinavian Alliance Mission), the Rev. 
David H. Johnson, General Director, 2839 W. 
McLean Ave., Chicago 47. 


Inc., 1179 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Evangelical Foreign Missions Assn., Inc., 408 
Kellogg Bldg., 1422 F St.,. N. W., Washington 
4, D. Cc, 

Evangelical Union of South America, 78 W. 
Hudson Ave., Englewood, N. J.; and 135 Isa- 
bella St., Toronto 5, Can. 

French Bible Mission, I. A. Iversen, Treas., 
American Council, 175 Fifth Ave., New York 
City 10. , 

Gospel Furthering Fellowship, the Rev. 
George W. Rhoad, Director, Nairobi, Kenya 
Colony, Africa. Home office, 71 Hillside Rd., 
Wayne P. O., Strafford, Pa., Mrs. Don Dunker- 
ton, Home Sec. 

Gospel Recordings Incorporated, Miss Joy 
Ridderhof, Director, 124 Witmer St., Los An- 
geles 26. 

Greek American Missionary Association, Inc., 
88 Tremont St., Boston 8. 

Hebron Mission, Inc., 
Tung, China. Home office, 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 

Home of Onesiphorus, North China, and Leb- 
anon. Headquarters, 3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chi- 
cago 18. 

H.O.P.E. Mission, Inc., Europe. Send gifts 
to 57 S. Maple Ave., East Orange, N. J. 

Immanuel Mission te Seamen, 1540 Lincoln 
St., Berkeley 3, Calif. 

Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions, Dr. J. Gordon Holdcroft, General 
Sec., 151 Maplewood Ave., Philadelphia 44. 

India Mission, Room 311 Elyria Block, Elyria, 
Ohio. 

International Christian Leprosy Mission, Inc., 
P. O. Box 8164, Portland 7, Oreg. 

Iran Interior Mission, Inc. (formerly Faraman 
Industrial School and Orphanage), Dr. Charles 
L. Feinberg, President, Box 4, Pasadena 16M, 
Calif. 

Japan Evangelistic Band, Cape Town, South 
Africa, and Japan. Send gifts to P. O. Box 
9866, Los Feliz Station, Los Angeles 27. 

Japan Gospel Fellowship. Headquarters, 3121 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 33. 

Kashmir Fellowship, Naga Boni, Woyil 
Kashmir, India, Miss Alice E. Wishart, Direc- 
tor. Send gifts to Miss Margaret W. Haines, 
156 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44. 

Latin America Mission, Inc., the Rev. R. 
K. Strachan, Mrs. Harry Strachan, General 
Directors; the Rev. W. L. Thompson, Home 
Director, 161 Park St., Ridgefield Park, N. J. 

Latin American Prayer Fellowship. Send 
gifts to C. C. Lyon, P. O. Box 5237, Metro- 
politan Station, Los Angeles 55. 

Layyah A. Barakat Home for Orphan Girls, 
Inc., Abeih, Mt. Lebanon, Syria. Gifts should 
be sent to Mrs. Estelle K. Barcliff, Treas., 
4452 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia 40. 

Liebenzell Mission, China, Japan, Caroline 
and Admiralty Islands. Send gifts to the 
Rev. Herman Becker, Warminster, Pa. 

Lithuanian Missionary Association, Inc., the 
Rev. A. J. Gillies, Founder, P. O. Box 488, 
Chicago 90. 

Luanza Mission, founded by Dan Crawford. 
Gifts may be sent to D. M. Stearns Missionary 
Fund, 147 West School Lane, Philadelphia 44. 

Mexican Indian Mission, Inc., Jay E. Perry, 
Deputation Secretary, 325 N. 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 7. 

Mid-Missions, the General Council of Co- 
operating Baptist Missions of North America, 
Inc., Room 209, 1120 Chester Ave., Cleveland 
14. 

Mino Mission, Ogaki, Gifu Ken, Japan. Send 
gifts to Harry E. Smith, Sec.-Treas., 139 W. 
Como Ave., Columbus 2, Ohio. 

Mission to Orphans, Inc., Box 218, Santa 
Clara, Cuba. Send gifts to Box 275, Wetask- 
iwim, Alberta, Can. 

Missionary Prayer League, Inc., 89 Quincy 
St., Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 


Koon Shan, Kwong 
1200 State St., 
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Native Preacher Co., Charles E. Gremmels, 
President, 1775 Broadway, New York City 19. 

New Testament Missionary Union, Alex. R. 
Hay, General Director. Send gifts to J. B. 
Thornton, Treas., Greenfield, Ill. 

North China Theological Seminary, Inc., 
Wusih, Kiangsu, China. Send gifts to Horace 
G. Hill, Jr., Treas., R.F.D. Berwyn, Chester 
Co., Pa. 

Nyasa Mission, Inc., The, Nyasaland, Brit- 
ish Central Africa. American Sec.-Treas., 
John A. Mawhinney, Jr., 50 W. 50th St., New 
York City 20. 

“One by One” Band. Personal work in the 
United Kingdom, India, France, and other 
countries, ““The Brook,” Lower Howsell, Mal- 
vern Link, Worcester, Eng. American repre- 
sentative, Miss Naomi Light, 1419 Massachu- 
setts St., Lawrence, Kans. 

Oriental Missionary Society, Inc., The, 900 
N. Hobart Blvd., Los Angeles 27. 

Orinece River Mission, The (Inc.), the Rev. 
Van V. Eddings, D.D., General Director. Home 
office, 30 N. Raymond Ave., Pasadena 1, Calif. 

Pioneer Mission Agency, Inc., 401 Common- 
wealth Bldg., 12th and Chestnut Sts., Philadel- 
phia 7. 

Ramabai Mukti Mission, Kedgaon, India. 
American Council, Box 415, Philadelphia 5. 
Correspond Bible School, the 
Rev. Moses H. Gitlin, Director, 4542 W. 
Wrightwood, Chicago 39. 

Russian Missionary Service, the Rev. I. V. 
Neprash, 6225 Morton St., Philadelphia 44. 

Slavic Gospel Association, Inc., the Rev. 
Peter Deyneka, Gen. Dir., 2434 N. Kedzie Blvd., 
Chicago 47. 

Slavic Missionary Society, Inc., Dr. Harry J. 
Hager, President, 5537 N. Glenwood Ave., Chi- 
cago 40. 

Soldiers’ rnd Gospel Mission of South Amer- 
lea, Wm. M. Strong, Director; American ad- 
dress, 378 N. Eleventh St., Prospect Park, 
Paterson 2, N. J. 

South Africa General Mission, Inc., 23 Fiat- 
bush Ave., Brooklyn 17, N. Y. 

South America Indian Mission, Inc., 
Forsythe Road, West Palm Beach, Fla. 

South China Boat Mission, P. O. Box 428, 
Chicago 90. 

South Sea Evangelical Mission. Send gifts 
to D. M. Stearns Missionary Fund, 147 W. 
School Lane, Philadelphia 44. 

Spanish American Child Evangelism Fellow- 
ship, Hugh W. Pain, Director, P. O. Box 1187, 
Santa Monica, Calif. 

Spanish Christian Mission, 3 Hillsboro Ave., 
Toronto 5, Can. 

Sudan Interior Mission, Inc., 212 St. George 
St., Toronto 5, Can.; and 164 W. 74th St., New 
York City 23. 

Sudan United Mission, 14 Park Road, To- 
ronto 5, Can.; and 89 Quincy St., Brooklyn 
&, N.. Y¥. 

Telugu Village Mission, Charles H. Billing- 
ton, Field Superintendent. Send gifts to H. 
A. Barton, 89 Quincy St., Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 

Ukrainian Missionary and Bible Seciety, Inc., 
The, 523-527 20th St. West, Saskatoon, Sask., 
Can. 

Unevangelized Fields Mission, Inc., laboring 
in South America, West Indies, Belgian Congo, 
Papua, and Java, 1150 N. 63rd St., Philadel- 
phia 31. 

Unevangelized Tribes Mission, Inc., Belgian 
Congo, Africa. Send gifts to 600 Witherspoon 
Bldg., Walnut and Juniper Sts., Philadelphia 7. 

United Aborigines Mission, 49 Elizabeth St., 
Melbourne, C. 1, Victoria, Australia. 


“Voice of the Andes” (Station HCJB), 
Quito, Ecuador, -. A. American address, P. O. 
Box 390, Flushing, L. L, N. Y. 


(Continued on page 1056) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. DECEMBER 17. VICTORIOUS DAILY LIVING 


2 Corinthians 11:16-33; 12:7-10; Philippians 3:4-11; 2 Timothy 4; James 1:2-4; printed text, 
2 Corinthians 11:18-30; 12:8-10 


Golden Text.—My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers tem 
patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

2 Cor. 11:18 Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will 
glory also. 

19 For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. 

20 For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man 
devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man 
smite you on the face. 

21 I speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak. 
Howbeit whereinsoever any is bold, (I speak foolishly,) I am 
bold also. 

22 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. 
Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I. 

23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; 
in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons 
more frequent, in deaths oft. 

24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 

25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I 
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 

26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, 
in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in 
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 


ions; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing.—Jas. 1:2-4 


27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 

28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon 
me daily, the care of all the churches. 

29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I 
burn not? 

30 If I must needs glory, I will glory in the things which con- 
cern mine infirmities. 

Chap. 12:8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it 
might depart from me. 

9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will 
I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. 

10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for 
when I am weak, then am I strong. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


December 2, 1950 








in perils among false brethren; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E power of the sustaining grace 

of ‘God enabling one to rise tri- 
umphantly above all distressing cir- 
cumstances is illustrated in a marvel- 
ous way in the varied, trying, and 
depressing experiences of the Apostle 
Paul. He endured trials of the most 
painful character in the way of perse- 
cutions, physical ailments, hardships in- 
curred by traveling in inhospitable lands, 
and that which is often hardest to bear, 
the misunderstanding and misrepresenta- 
tions on the part of some of his pro- 
fessed brethren in Christian service. Yet 
he could rise up in faith and exclaim, 
“Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me.” He looked 
upon every new test which he was 
called to meet as another opportunity 
to prove how the living Christ, through 
the ministry of the Holy Spirit, could 
enable him to demonstrate the power of 
faith to overcome all discouragement and 
to glorify the “Lord in the fires” (Isa. 
24:15). These things are written for our 
learning that we, too, may see how to 
live victoriously despite all difficulties 
that we may have to face, which might 
otherwise tend to dishearten us and lead 
to the utter breakdown of our testi- 
mony. God’s grace is sufficient for every 
emergency. His strength is made per- 
fect in weakness, but it is only as we, 
by the Spirit, mortify the deeds of the 
flesh and walk in newness of life that 
we are able thus to overcome. It is 


% “ . eo 3 


to the overcomer that many precious 
promises are given, as recorded particu- 
larly in the letters to the seven churches 
found in Revelation 2 and 3. Only as 
we live in fellowship with the indwell- 
ing Christ can we prove the truth of 
the words: “Ye are of God, little chil- 
dren, and have overcome them: because 
greater is he that is in you, than he that 
is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 


The Historical Setting 

In 2 Corinthians 11 Paul gives us an 
account of the sufferings he had endured 
through many years of Christian service 
and which he was still undergoing as 
Christ’s ambassador. In chapter 12:1-4 
he relates a marvelous experience he 
had fourteen years before the writing 
of this Letter. According to many 
authorities, this would coincide with the 
persecution he underwent at Lystra, 
when his enemies endeavored to stone 
him to death and thought they had ac- 
complished their purpose. It was fol- 
lowing this experience that the physical 
ailment, to which he refers as a “thorn 
in the flesh,” was given by God as a 
guard against spiritual pride. 


Verse by Verse 

2 Cor. 11:18.—“I will glory also.” Cer- 
tain opponents of the Gospel were seek- 
ing to destroy Paul’s influence by un- 
dermining the confidence of the Corin- 
thian church in his apostolic authority; 
therefore he found it necessary to dwell 
on personal experiences in order to 
show how the Lord had sustained and 
used him. This was very distasteful to 
Paul personally, but he did it for the 
benefit of those whom he desired to help, 


Verse 19.—“Ye- suffer fools gladly.” 
Carried away by a feeling of self-im- 
portance and self-confidence, the Corin- 
thians felt competent to judge concern- 
ing the qualifications of these false 
teachers who had come among them. 
Trusting in their own wisdom, they 
failed to realize the folly of these pre- 
tenders. 


Verse 20.—“Ye suffer ... if a man 
smite you.” They endured complacently 
the ruthless arrogance of these false 
apostles, submitting to their ecclesiasti- 
cal tyranny without complaint. 


Verse 21.—“I am bold also.” Since 
these haughty teachers assumed a bold 
dictatorial attitude, Paul felt that he 
must, in self-defense, be equally bold in 
declaring his divine commission. 


Verse 22.—“‘Are they Hebrews? ... 
Israelites? _ . . the seed of Abraham? so 
am I.” These legalists boasted of their 
Hebrew ancestry and were seeking to 
bring the Gentiles over to Jewish 
ground. Whatever claims they might 
make were just as true of Paul himself, 
who had renounced legality in order to 
proclaim the grace of God in its purity 
(Phil.- 3:3-7). 

Verse 23.—“Are they ministers of 
Christ? ... I am more.” These propa- 
gators of false doctrine claimed special 
authority as ministers of Christ. Paul 
in this and the next few verses gives, 
as the evidence of his being truly Christ’s 
messenger, a long list of the sufferings 
endured for Christ’s sake. 

Verse 24.—“Five times received I forty 
stripes save one.” We do not read of 
these scourgings in the Book of Acts. 
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Lesson for December 17 


The Law forbade laying more than forty 
stripes upon the back of an offender, so 
the Jews made a point of inflicting only 
thirty-nine at one time (Deut. 25:3). 

Verse 25.—“Once was I stoned.” This 
was at Lystra. How forcibly it must 
have brought the stoning of Stephen to 
the repentant apostle’s mind, but how 
wonderfully the Lord made yp for the 
suffering of His servant by giving him, 
at that time, a view ,of Paradise—a 
foretaste of what he would enjoy for all 
eternity ! 

Verse 26.—“Perils among false breth- 
ren.” Of all the perils enumerated, the 
unkind and cruel antagonism of false 
brethren, that is, unreal professors of 
the Christian faith, must have been 
hardest for Paul to bear. 

Verse 27.—“In weariness and painful- 
ness.” We little realize what physical 
sufferings Paul endured because of lack 
of suitable food and proper accommo- 
dations as he journeyed from place to 
place, proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. 

Verse 28—“The care of all the 
churches.” This in itself must have 
been a tremendous burden. Everywhere 
he went, he sought to gather the con- 
verts together as assemblies or churches, 
of which he had, to a very large extent, 
the care and oversight. His letters show 
us something of what this involved. 

Verse 29—“Who is weak, and I am 
not weak?” He entered sympathetically 
into the trials and sufferings of the 
saints. He could not but feel for them 
in their weakness and distress. 

Verse 30.—“I will glory of the things 
which concern mine infirmities.” This 
was victorious living indeed, based upon 
the confidence of living in the will of 
God, and thus becoming superior to all 
circumstances. 

2 Cor. 12:8—“This thing” refers to 
what Paul calls “a thorn in the flesh,” 
a “messenger of Satan to buffet” him, 
which caused him intense mental and 
physical anguish. This, he tells us, was 
given of God “lest I should be exalted 
above measure through the abundance 
of the revelations” given unto me (v. 
1). Three times he pleaded for deliver- 
ance from this painful affliction. 

Verse 9.—“My grace is sufficient for 
thee.” The Lord did not answer by 
taking away the thorn, but He did even 
better than that: He gave grace and 
strength to endure. To this, the apostle 
tesponded by accepting with gladness 
the will of the Lord. 

Verse 10.—“When I am weak, then am 
I strong.” He could take pleasure in en- 
during trials for Christ’s sake, for though 
weak in himself, strength was divinely 
supplied to enable him to endure “as 
seeing him who is invisible” (Heb. 11: 
2%). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


“Just as God has promised that no 
temptation shall be permitted to come 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


11. December 10.—The Stewardship of 
the Gospel. Acts 8:1-13; 18:1-7; 
1 Corinthians 9:16, 17; 2 Corin- 
thians 5:17-20; Philippians 1:12- 

18; 2:12-18 


Next Week’s Lesson 


13. December 24.—The Saviour Is Born 
(Christmas Lesson). 
Luke 2:1-20; Philippians 4:4-7 








to His people without a way of escape 
(1 Cor. 10:13), so He will never allow 
any affliction to come upon His children 
without giving them grace to bear it 
(Deut. 33:25) and to glorify Him in every 
trying experience. Yet many of us who 
trust Him to care for us in the ordinary 
course of life are filled with fear and 
dread when called upon to face unex- 
pected suffering, tragedy, and persecu- 
tion. If in faith we rest on His Word 
and look up to Him for needed strength, 
He will enable us in all these things to 
be “more than conquerors through him 
that loved us” (Rom, 8:37). The Apos- 
tle Paul was a man of like passions with 
ourselves. His was a tender, sym- 
pathetic, and sensitive nature. He loved 
his friends devotedly; he felt it keenly 
when those whom he had trusted proved 
unworthy. He was at times embarrassed 
because of physical limitations or dis- 
figurements, brought on, many believe, 
by the persecutions which he had en- 
dured, but he rose triumphantly above 
all these things, accepting them as per- 
mitted by God for his blessing. In this 
he became an outstanding example of 
what the grace of God can do for those 
who trust Him, 


Lesson Outline 
1. Apostolic credentials (2 Cor, 11: 18-23) 
2. Suffering for Christ’s sake (vs. 24-30) 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
ONCERNING what features of his 
ministry did Paul boast to the 
Corinthians? 

2. How did he regard this boasting? 

3. Why, then, did he do it? . 

4. What was the occasion of this boast- 
ing? 

5. What is the difference between the 
Hebrews, the Israelites, and the seed of 
Abraham? (2 Cor. 11:22.) 

6. How does Paul’s account of his life 
reflect on Luke’s record in Acts? 

7. Can we with certainty identify the 
man described in chapter 12:2-4? 

8. At what point in his career did Paul 
have these wonderful visions? 

9. What was Paul’s “thorn in the 
flesh”? 

10. How did God answer Paul’s prayer 
while refusing his petition? 

(Answers on page 1052) 
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3. Disciplinary suffering (2 Cor. 12:7) 
4, Prayer for deliverance (v. 8) 

5. The divine answer (v. 9) 

6. Subjection to the will of God (v. 10) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Victorious Life, It is only as we 
yield ourselves unreservedly to the Holy 
Spirit’s control that we can apprehend 
the secret of victorious living. When 
we are filled with the Spirit we are lifted 
above all self-interest and self-seeking. 

The Holy Spirit, a divine person, has 
been sent to earth by the Father and 
Son (John 14:16; 15:26). to guide us 
through this present scene. All believers 
are born of the Spirit and baptized by 
Him into Christ’s body. He indwells 
them individually and is the one who 
reveals the truth, makes Christ precious, 
and enables them to triumph daily over 
all the power of the enemy. All be- 
lievers have the Holy Spirit thus dwell- 
ing in them, but it is another thing to 
be filled with the Spirit. He wants to 
have complete control of the life, that 
every thought may be conformed to the 
obedience of Christ. As we yield our- 
selves unto God in true surrender, and 
reckon ourselves dead to sin in the death 
of Christ, the Holy Spirit becomes the 
power for holiness and guards us from 
the evil that is in the world, and also 
enables us to accept every trial as from 
the hand of God Himself, 


Summaries and Applications 

To live a disciplined life pays big divi- 
dends in this world. To live godly in 
Christ Jesus means blessing here and 
in the life to come. 

We should not be discouraged when 
exposed to fiery trials, for these are but 
part of the refining process by which the 
dross of self-will is separated from the 
gold of Christian character (1 Pet 4: 
12, 13). 

Paul rejoiced when permitted to enter 
into the fellowship of Christ’s suffer- 
ings. Have we learned to esteem this 
as one of life’s highest and holiest priv- 
ileges? 

Winona LAKE, IND, 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Father 
in Heaven, we thank Thee that as our 
earthly fathers pity us, so Thou dost pity 
those who love and trust Thee. In Thy 
mercy forgive our sins, cleanse our 
hearts, and strengthen us to overcome 
sin. Send forth Thy kindness to all sick 
and suffering people, all sad and lonely 
souls, all hungry and needy ones. Com- 
fort and support the persecuted and op- 
pressed. May our Lord’s reign in all 
the world soon begin, sin among men be 
subdued, and sorrow give way to joy. 
In all our difficulties and testings help 
us to bear ourselves with courage, pa- 
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tience, and faith. May trouble cast us 
the more upon Thee and so may we, in 
our weakness, prove the sufficiency of 
Thy strength. Bless our teachers in 
opening Thy Word to us now, and by the 
preaching of the Gospel this day turn 
thousands to their Saviour who never 
have known Him. Guide our leaders, 
and support those who guard our lib- 
erties in these anxious days, we pray, 
hearing us for our Saviour’s sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Christians should 
not be victims of circumstances, but vic- 
tors in any circumstance. Paul suffered 
beatings, stonings, shipwreck, and other 
severe trials in the service of Christ, 
but none of these things turned him 
aside. They only cast him the more 
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upon the Lord, and Christ’s strength 
came to perfection in Paul’s weakness. 
Consequently he could say, “I take pleas- 
ure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, 
then am I ‘strong.” 

After years of splendid work as a 
missionary and a Bible translator in Af- 
rica, the Rev. A. W. Banfield was left 
helpless by a stroke that robbed him 
of speech, memory, and movement. In 
the years of her husband’s lingering 
helplessness, Mrs. Banfield wrote a 
Christian friend: “The Lord is mind- 
ful of His own, and we rejoice in the 
Lord. I engaged in foreign mission 
work, then in home mission work after 
Mr. Banfield’s retirement, but now I am 
living in submission work. Day by day 
I have a task, and He gives me strength 
and grace.” To take such testing in such 
a spirit was Christian victory. It showed 
that now, as in Paul’s day, Christians 
can rejoice amid trial and get blessing 
out of their sorest troubles. It may seem 
strange that our Golden Text should 
call on us to count it all joy when we 
fall into various trials, but it is glori- 
ously possible to real Christians. What- 
ever trouble may come to you, let it 
drive you nearer to Christ. Then noth- 
ing can defeat you. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 

“Many glory in the flesh, I will glory 
also” (2 Cor. 11:18).—The Corinthians 
were contrasting the Apostle Paul with 
the sham apostles of verse 13, and mak- 
ing him appear inferior to them. Paul 
was acquainted with the boasting of the 
“deceitful workers,” and knew how im- 
pressed the Corinthians were, hence re- 
sorted to the following bit of irony: 
“Since many boast on the score of the 
flesh, I will do the same. You put up 
with fools so readily, you who know 
so much! You put up with a man who 
assumes control of your souls, with a 
man who spends your money, with a 
man who dupes you, with a man who 
gives himself airs, with a man who flies 
in your face. I am quite ashamed to say 
I was not equal to that sort of thing!” 
(Moffatt.) But when it came to serv- 
ice and suffering, he would not take an 
inferior place. He was equal to, yea, 
superior to them. 

“Are they ministers of Christ ... I 
am more” (2 Cor. 11:23).—Surely it is 
safe to say that no worker in the hon- 
orable and glorious service of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ suffered, sacrificed, or ac. 
complished more than the Apostle Paul, 
Writing of the apostle’s martyrdom, Dr, 
Stalker says: “The city falsely called 
eternal dismissed him with execration 
from her gates; but ten thousand times 
ten thousand welcomed him in the same 
hour at the gates of the city which is 
really eternal. Even on earth Paul could 
not die. He lives among us today with 
a life a hundredfold more influentia} 
than that which throbbed in his brain 
whilst the earthly form which made 
him visible still lingered on the earth, 
Wherever the feet of them who publish 
the glad tidings go forth beautiful upon 
the mountains, he walks by their side as 
an inspirer and a guide; in tens of thous- 
ands of churches every Sunday and on 
a thousand thousand hearths every day 
his eloquent lips still teach that Gospel 
of which he was never ashamed; and 
wherever there are human souls search. 
ing for the white flower of holiness or 
climbing the difficult heights of self- 
sacrifice, there he whose life was so 
pure, whose devotion to Christ was so 
entire, and whose pursuit of a single 
purpose was so unceasing is welcomed 
as the best of friends” 


“In stripes ., . in prisons... in deaths 
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Rev. J. Emerson Russell, cartoonist for The Sunday School Tim 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible’ conferences = a 
church be addressed 


evangelical 
at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. . 
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oft” (2 Cor. 11:23).—When the Lord sent 
Ananias to Paul in Damascus, He said, 
“{ will shew him how great things he 
must suffer for my name’s sake.” Paul’s 

at sufferings commenced in Damas- 
cus, continued throughout his career, and 
gncluded with his execution in Rome. 
Acertain amount of persecution arouses 
aman’s defiance, stirs his blood for mag- 
nificent battle, and makes him many 
times more a man than he would have 
been without it; but when the persecu- 
tion continues and even increases 
throughout a man’s entire life, it could 
have the effect of making him bitter and 
causing him to think the Lord had for- 
gotten or forsaken him. 

Stripes, prisons, and near-deaths are 
extremely painful things, but the apostle 
knew how to take them. He took pleas- 
ure in them for Christ’s sake. He knew 
it was God’s will for him; and he could 
ay in the language of Mann’s poem: 

Heaven’s music chimes the glad days in, 
Hope soars beyond death, pain, and sin, 

Faith shouts in triumph— “Love must 

win !” 
Thy will be, done! 

“A night and a day I have been in the 
deep” (2 Cor. 11:25).—I have frequently 
attempted to visualize the great Apostle 
Paul, adrift at sea, possibly, clinging to 
apiece of board from a wrecked ship, 
for a night and a day. There are many 
who would ask, “In what sense could 
that be included under the subject of 
Victorious Daily Living’?” Our answer 
would be: “In the best possible sense 
—for there is human weakness and help- 
lessness, complacently resting on divine 
strength and helpfulness!” If “they that 
go down to the sea in ships . . . see the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in 
the deep” (Psa. 107:23, 24), how much 
more those who remain adrift for a 
night and a day, after a ship is wrecked! 

I was reading in the press today of a 
commercial photographer, who, while 
swimming off Imperial Beach, near San 
Diego, Calif., suffered two severe wounds 
in a battle with a man-eating shark. 
He said the shark first struck his leg, 
inflicting an eight-inch gash. When the 
swimmer reached down to fight off the 
shark, it slashed his right hand. Life- 
guards answered the youth’s cries, and 
he was rushed to the Naval Hospital, 
Where physicians said the leg wound 
was two inches deep. 

We know not what dangers, in addi- 
tion to that of drowning, confronted the 
Apostle Paul while he was adrift, but 
the Lord graciously preserved him from 
them all. 


“My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 
Cor, 12:9).—Paul’s thorn in the flesh 
Was not given him because he had been 
lifted up or overelated by reason of the 
abundance of revelations given him, but 
for fear he would become puffed up 
With pride over them. Does not this 
teyeal the awful possibilities of the flesh 
fven in an apostle? 
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Three times the apostle prayed for 
the removal of this thorn which caused 
pain like the “agony of impalement,” 
but the Lord’s answer was the assurance 
of sufficient grace. Immediately the 
apostle exclaimed, “Most gladly there- 
fore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon 


me.” And, instead of complaining of 
his lot, he said: “I take pleasure in in- 
firmities, . . . in persecutions, in dis- 


tresses for Christ’s sake.” All Chris- 
tians who take pleasure in necessities 
and in distresses are living victorious 
lives! 


Wawona, CALir. 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


S* fellows, Paul capitalized on his 
handicaps, his sufferings, and afflic- 
tions. That is, he converted into assets 
these painful circumstances which you 
and I would call liabilities. He endured 
them patiently and thus they became 
the channels of the very power of God. 
The trials and persecutions he bore, as 
stated in verses 23 to 28 of the eleventh 
chapter of 2 Corinthians; constitute an 
amazing record for one man, even in a 
lifetime, and the fact that he could say, 
“I will glory of the things which con- 
cern mine infirmities,” is one of the 
great paradoxes of the Bible record, 

Another paradox: Jesus said, “Who- 
soever will save his life shall lose it: 
and whosoever will lose his life for my 
sake shall find it” (Matt. 16:25). 


Doubtless you and I will never be 
called upon to suffer like Paul did, but 
if we are true Christians we will have 
testings and trials of our loyalty to 
Jesus Christ; and here is where this 
lesson today touches us, There will be 
difficulties; there will be discourage- 
ments. There will be times when it 
will seem impossible to carry on in the 
thing we have undertaken to do for 
Christ’s sake. The Devil will see to that. 
It is a part of his strategy to lead you 
to see only the difficulty and to lose 
sight of the promised power of God to 
see you through. Like Peter, when he 
tried to walk on the sea to meet his 
Lord: he took his eyes off Jesus and 
looked at the boisterous waves; then he 
sank, 


Not long ago I heard a young man 
praying in a meeting and he actually 
thanked the Lord for the hard sledding 
he was having. He was a wise fellow, 
for he knew that it was hardening his 
muscles and making him able to put 
up a better fight and to accomplish more 
—that is, if he didn’t weaken and give 
up. The spirit of that prayer was hon- 
ored, too, for he did not give up, but 
set his jaws and followed through to 
victory. That was the Paul spirit. It 
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was the Christ spirit, and it will always 
win, 

Search history, and search the world 
over, fellows, and you will not find any 
philosophy or religion that offers any- 
thing like what the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ does. Gather up your weaknesses, 
your failures, your despicable old faults, 
and lay them down at the feet of the 
Master, and He will cash them; He will 
redeem them in spiritual power, and you 
will go out again with a new strength, 
a bounding heart filled with new pur- 
pose and endeavor. Go to a bank, store, 
or factory to get employment, and you 
will be dealt with according to your 
good points, your ability, your experi- 
ence. If you do not have some of these 
you are turned down. Not so with Jesus. 
You go to Him “just as you are, with- 
out one plea,” and He takes the whole 
bundle of you, good and bad, and makes 
of you a new creature! 

That’s marvelous, isn’t it! 


Fontana Dao, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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FOLDING ORGANS 


CARRY IT ANYWHERE 
Wonderful tone, only organ made play- 
ing the same in all climates. $135 com- 
plete. Immediate shipment. Our 21st year. 
ORGAN SHOP Dept. S 
3117 Harrison N. Canton 9, Ohio 


Bible 
nobook 


18th Edition. 150 Photos and Maps. Size 4}4x64x1}4 
An ABBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY: 5 aa notes 
on every book in the Bible, Arch ries, 
How We Got the Bible, and an Epitome of Chaneh History. 

There is nothing published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much practical Bible information. 


Book OF a Lifetime...FOR a Lifetime 


Loved alike by Young and Old 


Especially valuable for S S Teachers and Bible Students 
Widely used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly commended by leading Magazines and Ministers 
(Full partioulars sent on request) 
764 pages. Cloth Binding. Only $2.00. 
Order from your Bookstore, or 


H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago'90, Ilinols 
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BI-LINGUAL NEW TESTAMENTS 
in Hebrew-English, Hebrew-French, 
and Hebrew-Spanish are in great 
demand in Israel and 
in Evrope. Jews use 
them as language 
textbooks—and learn 
of their Messiah white 
studying. 

Here is a wide-open 
door for you to evan- 
gelize the Jews. Pray 
for this work. 
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in action and the transformation of lives 

gospel. Suitable for use in church services, 
meetings, youth rallies. 


@ CALL OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS—South America. 
@ BANDAGE FOR VISHRA—Leprosy work in India. 
@ WHILE IT IS DAY—Japan. 

No rental fee: free-will offering basis. 

Send coupon for complete information. 
Conservative Baptist ~ Mission Society Dept 
352 Wellington, Chicago 14, Il. $S-12 
Please send me complete information as to how 
we can secure these missionary films for our church. 
Name seve 


City. ne Ee 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip) from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Right Road Home.—My brethren, 
count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations; knowing this, that the try- 
ing of your faith worketh patience, But 
let patience have her perfect work, that 
ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing (Jas 1:2-4, Golden Text). 

Is this the right road home, O Lord? 

The clouds are dark, and still; 

The stony path is sharp and hard, 

Each step brings some fresh hill ! 


I thought the way would brighter grow, 
And the sun with warmth would glow, 
And joyous songs from free hearts flow; 
Is this the right road home? 
Yes, child, this very path I trod, 
The clouds were dark for Me; 
The stony path was hard to tread, 
Not sight, but faith can see. 
But at the end the sun shines bright 
Forever, where there is no night; 
And glad hearts rest from earth’s fierce 
fight; 
IT IS THE RIGHT ROAD HOME. 
—From Rosalind Goforth. Sent by How- 
ard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. Prize 


illustration. 


Tobacco Slaves.—For ye suffer, if a man 
bring you into bondage (2 Cor. 11:20). 
Tramp, tramp, tramp, the slaves are 
marching—looking for cigarettes! 
Comparable with the gold rush is the 
rush on the corner store that dares place 
cigarettes on the counter. In less time 
than it takes to name a popular brand, 
the line strings down a couple of blocks. 
In fact, as we write this, rain is pour- 
ing; it’s coming down like cats and dogs. 
People huddle in doorways till the storm 
lets up. But not far down the street, 
tobacco slaves are out getting soaked to 
the skin. What matters pneumonia — 
they’re selling cigarettes at the corner 
store! The same people stay away from 
church because there is a nasty draft 
around their, ankles. Silly? That’s not 
half the story. In Wilmington, Del., a 
little while back, a man felt a gun press- 
ing in his ribs. He said it wasn’t worth 
the thief’s efforts; he had scarcely any 
money with him. The thief laughed: 
“Money! Who wants money? Fork over 
your cigarettes!"—From the War Cry, 
in 1945. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


The Weight That Keeps Them Safe.— 
In perils of waters (2 Cor. 11:26). A 
roaring mountain torrent may be not 
even waist deep and yet drown a per- 
son, for the terrific impact of the water 
sweeps one from one’s feet and makes 
#t impossible to stand. .A fire hose played 
on one’s legs will knock one down... . 
The foot travelers of the caravan were 





1950 


December 2, 


all carrying burdens, which is a great 
advantage in traversing a _ swollen 
stream, for the added weight above 
water makes the legs firm in resisting 
the relentless push of the current under 
water. So true is this that empty-handed 
travelers may, and frequently do, pick 
up a heavy stone and carry it across, 
for the added strength and purchase that 
it gives on their legs and feet on the 
rocky river bed. “The weight makes 
them safe.” As I sat on the opposite 
bank of the river watching the others 
cross on foot with their burdens, | 
thought again and again, “The weight 
that they carry makes them safe.” Then 
I thought, “God is like that.” He gives 
each one a burden: perhaps sickness, 
death of a loved one, poverty or mis. 
understanding; but the weight upon His 
child, His loved one, is never punitive, 
never intended for a punishment, but is 
always meant to keep him safe. Safe 
in the mad stream of unbelief, infidel- 
ity, and worldliness that threatens to 
engulf on every side. It is not a hard 
insensate stone to be carried, as in the 
case of the poor African, but a precious 
burden for Him, to be borne trium- 
phantly through the whelming flood and 
laid down at His dear feet beyond the 
river—From “Boot and Saddle in Af. 
rica,” by Thomas ‘A. Lambie. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Melodies That Only the Tempest Can 
Stir—I will glory of the things which 
concern mine infirmities (2 Cor. 11:30). 
There are some natures that only a tem- 
pest can bring out. I recollect being 
strongly impressed on reading the ac- 
count of an old castle in Germany with 
two towers that stood upright and far 
apart, between which an old baron 
stretched large wires, thus making a 
huge AZolian harp. There were the wires 
suspended, and the summer breezes 
played through them, but there was no 
vibration. Common winds, not having 
power enough to move them, split, and 
went through them without a whistle. 
But when there came along great tem- 
pest-winds, and the heaven was black, 
and the air resounded, then these winds, 
with giant touch, swept through the 
wires, which began to sing and roar, 
and pour out sublime melodies. So God 
stretches the chords in the human soul 
which under ordinary influences do not 
vibrate; but now and then great tem- 
pests sweep them through, and men are 
conscious that tones are produced in 
them which could not have been pro- 
duced except by some such storm-han- 
dling—From “Consolation,” by Mrs. 
Charles E. Cowman. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Little Things That Torment.—For this 
thing I besought the Lord thrice, that 
it might depart from me (2 Cor. 12:8). 
A man who traveled on foot from one 
coast to the other was asked what he 
found the hardest. He replied, “I did 
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not mind the mountains, nor the rivers, 
nor the desert, but I did mind most the 
sand in my shoe.” So often it isn’t the 
big things of life, but the little torment- 
ing things like the thorn in the flesh, 
the sand in the shoe that bother us most. 
—Source unknown. Sent by Emma Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. 


More Wonderful After Suffering.—My 
strength is made perfect in weakness 
(2 Cor. 12:9). A young fellow entered 
the ministry, and had remarkable suc- 
cess, and great blessing has attended 
his life and work. At the time he was a 
young man fresh from college, a bril- 
liant preacher even then. He preached 
in my church in Birmingham, and I went 
home after the sermon and said to Mrs. 
Morgan, “Was that not wonderful?” She 
quietly remarked, “Yes, but it will be 


more wonderful when he has suffered.”. 


Well, he suffered, and it was more won- 
derful. Through weakness, great weak- 
ness, strength is made perfect.—From G. 
Campbell Morgan, in “The Corinthian 
Letters of Paul.” Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Tingley, Iowa, 


Peril Without a Lantern.—For when I 
am weak, then am I strong (2 Cor, 12: 
10). Says the Atlantic Monthly: “Carry 
a light with you when temptation, like 
an awful deadly creature, lurks in some 
dark place; you will have the help of 
the light you carry. A nature lover 
adventured in Florida recently, his guide 
a bear hunter, Pungie Slaughter. They 
visited Uncle Billy, on Secret Island, and 
sitting on the bench in front of his cabin 
they listened to the deep booming bel- 
low ‘with a snoring note at the end’ of 
a creature of the swamp near by. ‘That’s 
an old bull ’gator,’ explained Uncle Billy. 
Presently the visitor nature lover turned 
to go to his bungalow for the night, and 
Uncle Billy said, ‘Wait a minute an’ I'll 
light a lantern for you.’ ‘I don’t need 
a lantern; it’s only a hundred yards to 
go,’ replied the visitor. ‘Son, it ain’t 
far, but if you go without a lantern 
you’re liable never to get there.’ Then 
Uncle Billy told a blood-curdling tale, 
closing with: ‘Rid came out with a 
torch and not a yard in front of me 
was coiled up the snake that owned that 
skin. Rid hit the ol’ snake and bruk his 
back.’ ‘Yes,’ Pungie advised, ‘you take 
a lantern, and you step kind o’ high an’ 
proud.’ The Christian’s lantern is the 
Bible, and his stepping ‘high an’ proud’ 
is not self-confidence, but trusting God’s 
power against Satan, the tempter.”— 
From an old S.S. Quarterly. Sent by 
Mrs, Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


The price of a useful life is the con- 
fession and forsaking of all known sin. 
Where sin is tolerated, the Lord’s serv- 
ice may be endured, but it certainly is 
not enjoyed.—Choice Gleanings Calen- 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
VITAL VICTORIES 


OW many of you girls have read 

“Pilgrim’s Progress”? It was writ- 
ten by John Bunyan during the twelve 
years he spent in prison for preaching 
the Gospel. “Pilgrim’s Progress” pic- 
tures the Christian as journeying from 
the City of Destruction to the Celestial 
City. Christian met many difficulties 
and had many battles to fight, but he 
came out triumphant in the end. He 
learned the secret of victory in the house 
of the Interpreter. There he was shown 
a fire burning against a wall. Someone 
stood beside the fire throwing water on 
it from time to time. Yet the fire burned 
higher and hotter. Christian could not 
understand why the fire burned better 
and better instead of going out. Then 
Interpreter took him to the other side 
of the wall, and there he saw someone 
constantly pouring oil into the fire. The 
Interpreter explained to him that Satan 
is always trying to chill the heart of 
the Christian and to kill his testimony, 
but the Lord Jesus is greater than he. 
And in spite of all the Devil can do, 
Christ can give the Christian victory in 
his daily life. 

In the book, “Pilgrim’s Progress,” the 
hero, Christian, did win many victories. 
He passed unharmed between two lions. 
He won a hand-to-hand combat with 
the Devil by using the sword of the 
Spirit. He escaped from the castle of 
Giant Despair by means of the key 
“Promise.” 

This morning we will see some of the 
victories won by the great Apostle Paul. 
Turn to 2 Corinthians 11:16-33 and let 
us read it responsively. Notice how 
many different tools Satan used in try- 
ing to defeat Paul. Phyllis may list 
the different kinds of people the Devil 
stirred up to make trouble for Paul. 
Mabel may list the forces of nature Satan 
used against Paul; and Caroline may list 
the places in which the Devil tried to 
discourage Paul. (People — Jews, rob- 
bers, heathen, and false brethren, These 
four groups together comprise the great 
majority of people with whom Paul 
came in contact. Forces of nature}— 
ocean, desert, stones, and cold. We find 
some others listed elsewhere. Satan 
used every force he could against Paul. 
Places—in the city, in the wilderness, 
on the sea. No matter where Paul was, 
Satan made trouble for him. There was 
no place on land or sea where he was 
free from attacks of the Devil. Yet he 
went forward undaunted serving the 
Lord. Why? Because, to go back to 
the illustration in “Pilgrim’s Progress,” 
he kept close to the One who supplies 
the oil.) 

Our next Scripture is 2 Corinthians 12: 
7-10. Here Paul is speaking of some 
handicap from which he suffered and 
from which he longed to be free. Read 
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CHURCHES °°°*'.ge’? 


DON’T TAKE HEARSAY. Get the facts on 
what approximately 75 million church members believe 
and teach about their church with reference to HIS- 
TORY, DOCTRINES, and GOVERNMENT. 
The official statements of 260 denominations in America 
are written in narrative form in 41 chapters. The book 
will disclose what these denominations teach con 


ing such doctrines as RE EGENERATION, 
ETERNAL LIFE, LORD’S SUPPER, the 
TRINITY, the MILLENNIUM, HEAVEN, 
HELL, BAPTISM, HOLINESS, SANCTI- 
FICATION, TITHING, FEET WASHING, 
WEARING OF BEARDS, CIRCUMCI- 
SION, MARRIAGE, VEILING OF WOMEN, 
SPEAKING IN TONGUES. PROTES- 
TANT, CATHOLIC, and JEWISH religions 
are given thorough presentation. KNOW THEIR 
CREEDS and DOCTRINES. Price $1.50. 


CHURCHES 
422 Washington Bldg. Washington 5, D.C. 
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sy DAVID OTIS FULLER 


732 DAILY MORNING AND 
EVENING MEDITATIONS 
“The whole book can be 
likened unto a flower gar- 
den with every flower 
beautiful and fragrant 
-or likened unto an or- 
chard, every tree loaded 
with luscious fruits - or 
like a stream flowing ever 
with power and refresh- 
ing-” Dr Robert G Lee. 
$2.50 





SECRETS 


By ANDREW MURRAY 












365 DAILY DEVOTIONAL 
MEDITATIONS 
One of the truly great 
books of daily medita- 
tions — one for every day 
of the year, written one 
per page. Warmly devo- 
tional; spiritual. 
Available ot all religious 
book stores $2.50 
ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING CO. 


GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 





Unsurpassed Daily Devotional Book 
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ATTRACTIVE TRACTS 


High-grade tracts printed on good paper. 
Mostly 4-page folders with front cover in 
colors. A tract that is not soon thrown 
away because it looks good and because 


the message, too, is well written, These 


tracts are different. 


Some of the titles are: Why I Go to 
Church, God's Stamp on You, Believe 
and Live, Worship in the Home, How To 
Pray, One Church, Why Many Denom- 
inations, Something for Nothing, An 
Alarming X-ray, Are You Movie-Minded? 


Send $1 for a large supply of many fine 
tracts and booklets. 


Back to God Tract Committee 
47 Jefferson Ave., S. E., Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 

















CRADLE ROLL COURSE 


TIES THE HOME TO THE CHURCH 
Here is a Christ-henoring program 
designed to reach into the homes of 
your community and help you claim the 
lives of newborn infants for Christ. 


GET THIS VITAL gE 7 
BOOKLET . 


Please send FREE booklet 
“Bring the Sunday School to 
the Home" for additional 
information on your new 
All-Bible Cradle Roll Course. 
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these verses and see how many times 
Paul prayed to be delivered from the 
“thorn in the flesh.” Why did he stop 
asking? (Because the Lord answered 
No.) What else did the Lord say? (“My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness.”) 
What was Paul’s response? What a coin- 
plete victory Paul had over his very 
natural desire for deliverance from this 
handicap! “Most gladly therefore will 
I rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, 
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecu- 
tions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for 
when I am weak, then am I strong.” 
Who can quote James 1:2-4, our 
Golden Text for this morning? The 
Apostle Paul truly did “count it all joy” 
when he got into different kinds of tests. 
So far, in our lesson this morning, we 
have been thinking of the Christian’s 
victory over circumstances. And there 
are no circumstances under which a 
Christian has to accept defeat, because 
he has been united eternally to the One 
who said, “All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth.” But the Chris- 
tian also needs to understand the way 
of victory over sin. The Epistles of Paul 
give us much help here. We haven't 
time to go into the whole subject this 
morning, but Galatians 5:16 has been a 
help to me, so I would like you to look 
at it. I once heard a speaker say, “God’s 
facts are even better than God’s prom- 
ises, because sometimes a promise de- 
pends in a measure upon us; but facts 
are facts and nothing can alter them.” 
Well, here is a fact: If we walk in the 
Spirit we shall not gratify our sinful 
desires. What does it mean to “walk 
in the Spirit”? Going back to the illus- 
tration in “Pilgrim’s Progress,” it means 
to let the oil be poured into our hearts 
unhindered. If we will read our Bibles 
thoughtfully and prayerfully, the Holy 
Spirit will use it to quicken our love 
for Christ so that we shall want to please 
Him. The Holy Spirit desires to lead 
us on, but He is hindered if we either 
grieve Him or quench Him. When we 
neglect our Bibles or say or do wrong 
things, He is grieved, But when we con- 
fess our failure to God, the Holy Spirit 
will work in our hearts again. When 
we refuse to do something the Lord 
wants us to do, the Holy Spirit is 
quenched, If we are unwilling to obey, 
then we can pray, “Lord, work in me 
both to will and to do Thy good pleas- 
ure.” The Lord can make us willing 
to do whatever He wants us to do, and 
if we obey Him we will be glad for all 
eternity. Sometimes Christians spend 
all their energy trying to fight sin. That 
is a thousand times better than going 
on in sin. In fact, there is serious doubt 
if any person is saved at all if he does 
not mind sinning. But the way of vic- 
tory over sin is not primarily to fight 
against it but to walk in the Spirit, If 
we are letting the Holy Spirit fill our 
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hearts and minds with love for Christ 
and for the Word of God, then we will 
not fulfill the lusts of the flesh, Chris- 
tian living is positive rather than nega- 
tive. These four lines sum up God’s 
method of giving us victory over sin: 
Not the crushing of our idols 
With its bitter void and smart, 
But the beaming of His beauty, 
The unveiling of His heart. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Daring Follower of Jesus Christ 
(2 Cor. 12:8, 9a; 2 Tim. 4:7, 16-18) 


HE storyteller needs some help for 
this lesson. The teacher may furnish 
him some scrolls, imitation letters, to 
read as though received from Paul. One 
of them summarizes 2 Corinthians 11: 
23-33; 12:7-9: Dear Christian friends in 
Corinth and Greece, I have had much 
trouble because I preach about Christ 
—more trouble than any other minis- 
ter. Just listen. The Jews whipped me 
five times. Each time I got thirty-nine 
lashes. Three other times I was beaten 
with sticks. Another time I was stoned 
until they thought I was dead. I have 
been shipwrecked three times. Once I 
floated around in the sea for a day and 
a night. Robbers have tried to get the 
money I was carrying. People have tried 
to kill me in the city and in the coun- 
try. Once the governor had a band of 
soldiers watching the city gates to catch 
me, but my friends let me down over 
the wall at night in a basket and I got 
away Safely. I have been in prison and 
nearly dead more times than anyone else. 
I have been tired and sore from long 
travels. I have been hungry and thirsty. 
I have been cold, and needed clothing. 
I have had all the troubles in the 
churches to take care of, too. Though 
all these things are hard, I am proud 
I can take them all for the Lord Jesus. 
When I am not strong enough to stand 
them myself, the Lord makes me strong 
with His strength. I prayed three times 
that God would heal my body, but He 
said instead that He would help me stand 
my sufferings. And He has. The Lord 
Jesus will help you, too, Good-by, Paul. 
The other summarizes 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 
16-18: Dear Timothy, It is almost over 
for me. I know I will soon be killed. 
I have fought a good fight as a soldier 
of the Lord. I have run my race and 
kept true to Him. There is a crown 
waiting for me. The Lord will give it 
to me. He is a fair judge. Right now 
I am in prison waiting for my second 
trial. When I came up the first time, no 
one dared speak a good word for me. 
But the Lord helped me, so I could 
speak bravely about the Lord before all 
the people there. The Lord kept me safe 
that time, and He will always keep me 
safe until I reach that heavenly King- 
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Lesson for December 17 


dom of His. Praise His name forever 
and ever. The Lord be with you, too. 
Paul. 

Perhaps it takes courage to be a Chris- 
tian in your home because the rest of 
the family do not believe in the Lord 
Jesus. Perhaps it takes courage to be a 
Christian in your school because the 
others make fun of such things. I hope 
you can say Paul’s verse, “The Lord 
stood with me, and strengthened me” (2 
Tim. 4:17, Memory Verse). 

Many boys and girls have been brave 
followers of the Lord Jesus. (Tell the 
story, “Temples of God,” a story of the 
Philippines, from Standard “Missionary 
Pict-O-Graph Stories.”1) Now, as we 
fill in our notebook pages with “Vic- 
tory With Jesus’ Help,” thinking of 
Manuel and Maria and the way they met 
Frederico’s meanness, think also where 
you need help this week to be a brave 
Christian, and put that down along with 
the Memory Verse. Next week we shall 
want to hear about your victories. 

Here is a handful of courage and vic- 
tory verses. A cutout of a hand with 
these five references printed, one on each 
finger, may be given each pupil (Josh. 
1:9; Psa. 27:14; Matt. 5:10-12; 1 John 
5:4, 5; 1 Cor. 15:57.) Surely we shall 
need to pray as we trust the Lord’s help 
to bring us victory. Who wants to do 
that now? 


Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


UR lesson today is about our every- 

day living. The Scripture lesson 
given is Paul’s Letter to Timothy, where 
he says he has fought a good fight. 
Maybe you children are not old enough 
to know it, but life is a fight. The easy 
way to go is the wrong way. If we 
want to live the right way, we will have 
a fight on our hands. First, because we 
have a sinful heart which just likes to 
go wrong; and second, because Satan 
always wants to help us to do wrong. 
So you might as well get ready for a 
fight. In another place, Paul tells us 
about the armor and the weapons we 
will need for this fight—a girdle of 
truth, a breastplate of righteousness, a 
shield of faith, a helmet of salvation, our 
feet shod with the Gospel of peace, and 
we must carry the sword of the Spirit, 
God’s Word. 

God gives us all these fhings when 
we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
if we will use them. But sometimes we 
do not read God’s Word, so we don’t 
have the sword to meet all Satan’s at- 
tacks, and really, if we do not read or 
learn God’s Word, we don’t have the 
rest of the soldier’s weapons and armor. 

So it looks to me as if the first thing 
we must do to make our daily lives right 
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is to read God’s Word. Of course the 
very first thing we must do is to be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and let 
His Spirit come into our hearts. Un- 
til we have done that, we just do not 
belong to His army at all. That done, 
we will learn to read and love the Lible, 
It is good to have a verse at least every 
day, to think about, 


Then Paul said something more, 
“Praying always.” So prayer must be 
the next thing to make our day right. 
I expect’: most of you say a prayer at 
bedtime, but do you really pray? Do 
you praise God and thank Him, and 
then ask Him for things you need? Learn 
to talk to God, and then wait to hear 
His answer. You won't hear it with 
your ears, but you will learn to hear 
it in your heart. 


Paul told us one more thing, “Watch- 
ing.” Oh, how we do have to watch 
and pray! Satan is always prowling 
around trying to get us into some kind 
of trap. Nothing pleases him more than 
to get a Christian mixed up in sin. So 
as we read and pray, we must watch. 

It is very easy to be good in church, 
where we sit quietly with Daddy and 
Mother or other older people, but some- 
times it is not ¢> easy to act as we should 
in the Sunday school class, where there 
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are other children to sit with, and where 
it is a temptation to whisper or giggle. 

But maybe you have no trouble on 
Sunday, but when you go to school on 
Monday morning, trouble begins. You 
get into a quarrel on the school ground, 
or you have trouble with the teacher. 
Wonder what was the matter? Did you 
forget to pray? Did you forget your 
verse for the day? Did you forget your 
armor and sword? 

It could be at home that you get into 
the most trouble. It is easier to be polite 
to folk away from home than to our 
own home family. Isn’t that queer? Why 
should we be nicer to strangers than to 
those we love? It doesn’t make sense, 
does it? Brother says something you do 
not like, and an argument is begun. 
Sister asks you to do one little thing 
for her, and you are not going to be 
bossed by any girl, even if she is your 
sister. Or Mother, dear Mother, who 
does so much for you, asks you if you 
could watch the baby for a few minutes, 
Your lips go out in a pout and you sulk 
like a spoiled baby yourself. 

Do you see what I mean by everyday 
living? It is just acting like a Chris- 
tian all the time. Even a small child 
is known by his deeds. One boy slapped 
another on the school bus. The boy was 
a bully, often doing such things. The 
other boy was asked what he did. “Well,” 
he said, “I was going to hit him, but 
then I thought that Jesus wouldn’t want 
a Christian fighting on the bus, so I 
didn’t do anything.” That was a good 
sign of real Christian living. 

A girl had a hard time thinking of a 


- word in a test. The girl next to her held 
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up a paper for her to see, with the word 
written on it. She started to copy the 
word, then stopped, and left the place 
blank, failing on that word. After school, 
the second girl said, “You stupid, why 
didn’t ‘you write the word down? I 
showed it to you.” The Christian girl 
answered, “Yes, thank you, I know you 
did it out of kindness, but it would not 
have been honest. You see, Jesus would 
want me to be honest.” Real Christian 
living preaches louder than words many 
times. Try it. 
FELTON, CALIF, 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1045) 


1. (a) That he had preached the Gos- 
pel without charge (2 Cor. 11:7-10); (b) 
that he had suffered for Christ’s sake 
(vs. 23-33); (c) that he had received 
wonderful revelations (chap. 12: 1-6). 

2. As foolishness (chap. 11:1, 16, 17, 
21, 23; 12:11). 

3. For the sake’ of the Corinthians, not 
his own (chap. 11:2, 3). 

4. His position as an apostle had been 
brought into question, and with that the 


authority of his message; which, of 
course, imperiled the spiritual state of 
the Corinthian believers (chap, 11:4-6, 


13-15; 12:11, 12). 

5. A good suggestion by Charles Erd- 
man: Possibly the first refers to the 
pride of race, the second to peculiar 
privileges as the people of God, and the 
third to special promises of blessing. 

6. It shows that the record in Acts is 
far from exhaustive. 

7. Verse 7 identifies him as Paul him- 
self. 

8. The chronology points to the ob- 
scure years in Tarsus (Acts 9:30; 11:25, 
26). 

9. Some think it was a form of epi- 
lepsy; some a disease of the eyes, some 
a deformed body. It seems to have been 
humiliating to him (Gal. 4:13-15; 2 Cor. 
10:10; 12:7). 

10. By turning a “messenger of Satan” 
into a channel of grace. 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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Children at Home 
The Little Lost Pig 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


ETI stood under a big coconut tree 
beside the wide African lake, with 

a little pig clasped tightly in his arms. 
“Pigums” wriggled a lot, so_ Seti 
scolded him. “Here now, you be still; 
I want to watch big brother Paolo climb 
the tree and throw down our supper.” 
Paolo, clasping the trunk in his strong 
arms, hauled himself higher and higher, 
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until his head and shoulders were hid- 
den by the thick green leaves at the top. 

“Now I wonder what he can see up 
there?” thought Seti. “I wish I could 
climb like him.” 

Just then the coconuts began hurtling 
down like cannon balls, so Seti had to 
keep dodging them as they fell to the 
ground. Pigums got frightened at the 
noise; he squealed and struggled so vio- 
lently that he managed to jump out of 
Seti’s arms. Away ran the little pig 
with the boy after him, but Pigums 
won the race and plunged into the 
thick jungle woods by the lakeside. 

Paolo started shouting to Seti to come 
pack as the coconuts had started rolling 
down the bank into the lake, with no 
one there to stop them. 

“Seti, come quick! Never mind Pig- 
ums now; he’ll go home all right; but 
we must get all those coconuts.” 

So the boys plunged into the clear 
waters of the big lake, and after much 
swimming around recovered their coco- 
nuts, 

It was time to go home, but Paolo, 
seeing how worried his little brother 
was about Pigums, told him to go and 
look for him; he would carry back their 
nuts, 

Off ran Seti, but nowhere could he 
find Pigums, though he went right 
through the woods. “Perhaps old Granny 
Balolo might have seen him,” he thought 
to himself. “She lives at the other side 
of these woods.” -He dashed on and on 
until he came out into a sort of clearing 
where a few African straw thatched 
huts were built. 

Granny was a dear old Christian 
widow who lived alone and who was 
beloved by all, especially the children 
to whom she told all sorts of stories, 
most of them African versions of Bible 
stories. 

“Oh, Granny,” Seti called as he ran 
up to her hut, “I’ve lost Pigums! Have 
you seen him anywhere around here?” 

“Why, no, Son. Whatever has hap- 
pened to him?” 

Seti told her how he had become 
frightened and run away from him, and 
how worried he was now about his little 
pet. 
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Had God not heard Granny’s earnest 
prayer after all? Could He care about 
a little African piglet? So he began 
searching around everywhere, but in 
vain. 

Suddenly he felt he simply must go 
right back to Granny’s hut, although it 
was quite a long way from his village. 
Somehow or other she might be able 
to help, she seemed to know God so 
much better than other people did. 

It was quite dark when he reached 
her hut and shouted, “Oh, Granny, are 
you there? I can hardly see anything, 
and Pigums hasn’t come back at all, and 
I am so sad!” 

“Well, now, you just needn’t be so any 
longer, Son. Can’t you hear somebody 
squealing inside? Just after you left 
I caught sight of him over yonder caught 
in a thorn bush, and a banana soon 
helped him to forget his scwatched face 
and torn feet.” 


Seti was overjoyed. “Oh, Granny, 
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“Well, my boy, do you know what I *** 


always do when I’m troubled? I just 


take it to our dear Lord Jesus and tell 


Him all about it.” 

Seti looked surprised. 
would Jesus care about my little pig 
and help me?” 

“Why not, Seti? He said that His 
Father in Heaven noticed even a spar- 
tow which fell and got hurt, or died. 
Pigums is more precious than a little 
bird like that.” 

“Indeed he is!” said the boy firmly, 
“Granny, please pray now that I may 
find him before it gets too dark.” 

So together Seti and Granny knelt on 
the mud floor and prayed; then he rushed 
home, but no one had seen Pigums, 

Seti grew more and more unhappy, 


“But, Granny, 
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God did hear our prayers! How good 
He is!” 

“Then stop a minute, Seti, and let us 
thank Hirn together. Do you remember 
the story I told you last week about the 
lost sheep and the Good Shepherd who 
never stopped looking for it until He 
found it?” 

Seti nodded as he whispered, “Thank 
you, dear Jesus, for helping to find my 
little Pigums.” 


WoRTHING, Sussex, ENG. 
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David Hill, Apostle to 
Central China 
(Continued from second page) 


to individuals and to groups in poor 
Chinese inns. He was often at the center 
of mobs, surrounded by cruel faces. At 
night, in inns, inquisitive eyes watched 
him through cracks and knotholes. He 
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was exposed to weather, heat, cold, 
rains, streams. His compassion equaled 
his zeal, and he constantly helped the 
poor he met with little gifts from his 
purse. Sometimes these gifts were on a 
larger scale. Near Kwangtsi is a stone 
bridge, called by the farmers the David 
Hill bridge. In the early days he built 
one there of great, strong timbers which 
were intact after sixty years. It has 
been in late years replaced by stone, 
and the beams are to be found in neigh- 
boring village houses, but the farmers 
still call the bridge after him. 

When the great famine in Shensi broke 
out in 1878 he was on hand to help, and 
in a later famine he indeed laid down 
his life. He built a few rooms for old 
men and women in a little, personal, 
old people’s home. He collected, with 
the help of a remarkable American Pres- 
byterian missionary, Mr. Crossett, a num- 
ber of blind boys and, together with the 
same devoted man, worked out the 
Hankow Braille which was used for 
years until superseded by Union Braille 
for all China. This school for the blind 
was named after him, but not until after 
he was gone, He was the second man in 
China’s 5,000 year history to start such 
a school. The first was a friend of his. 
The blind boys learned to’ read more 
easily than their sighted friends. 

He brought out to China numbers of 
“laymen,” that is, men who had not been 
formally trained for the ministry. This 
he did in co-operation with Thomas 
Champness, who had organized in Eng- 
land a Joyful News Home, a sort of 
forerunner of the modern Bible institute. 
Some of them proved to be exceptional 
missionaries. Thus Ernest Cooper lived 
on the roads and in Chinese inns and 
the Chinese said that his mastery of the 
language was such that they could not 
tell, on hearing him speak in an adjoin- 
ing room, but what the speaker was 
Chinese. Thomas Protheroe became the 
greatest open-air preacher in Central 
China, able to hold an audience in his 
hand as he swayed them to laughter or 
to tears, a remarkable achievement for 
a foreigner in China. An oldish man, 
Edwin Jobbins, worked until he had 
enough to buy the cheapest passage from 
England to Shanghai. There he obtained 
a free grant of Scripture portions and 
walked, selling them, the whole dis- 


tance of six hundred miles to Hankow. | 


He bore two sandwich-boards with Chi- 
nese Scriptures on both. Finally reach- 
ing David Hill, he was made a dispenser 
in the Hankow Hospital, being a trained 
pharmacist. These two groups of lay 
brothers were under the direction of Da- 
vid Hill. They toured the country and, 
by their constant itinerations, laid the 
foundation of most of the country cir- 
cuits. Two of them, Drs. Arthur Morley 
and John Pell, later studied medicine 
and became medical missionaries, 

This ardent evangelist was also re- 
former. “These ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave the other undone” 
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might well have been on his marching 
orders. With his close friend, Arnold 
Foster, he undertook a campaign for the 
ending of importation of opium into 
China from India. In 1882 he published 
“The Opium Rake’s Progress,” which he 
sent to every member of Parliament and 
to all sorts of other people of influence. 
After David Hill died, Foster perse- 
yered, enlisting the help of the Rt. Hon. 
John Morley, M.P., and in 1897 British 
opium importations ceased. 

David Hill was an incessant student 
of the Greek New Testament and left 
eighteen volumes of “Cursory Notes on 
the New Testament,” closely written 
volumes of manuscript books of some 
two hundred pages each. This was un- 
dertaken primarily for his soul’s good 
and constituted the substance of his 
preaching. In his diary he kept a record 
of expenditure, mostly for trains, buses, 
luggage, etc., but again and again, “Poor 
boy, 2 sh.; poor man in train, 4 sh. 6d; 
the poor £1, 10 sh.; poor sailor, 2 sh.; 
poor, 1 pound.” There were other gifts, 
as in 1882, £719 to mission work in addi- 
tion to self-support. This entitled him 
to appeal to others, as he did: 

“There are Methodist young men in 
England, today entrusted with abundant 
means, who might serve their generation 
a thousand times more effectively by 
undertaking work of this sort than by 
spending their lives at home in adding 
to, if they do not squander, an already 
ample fortune — wealth which will only 
invoke upon their family luxury, lazi- 
ness, and loss. 

“And some older men in Methodism 
could not serve their generation better 
than by looking out ‘seven men of hon- 
est report, full of the Holy Ghost,’ pay 
their passages out to China, rent a native 
house for them, give them £80 or £100 
a year, and set them to work in the 
Wuchang District, caring for the poor 
with little asylums for aged and infirm, 
for widow and orphan, giving labor to 
the unemployed, saving those, who now 
beg, from the pitiless rebuffs of men 
and the merciless growl of dogs. Then 
when the Son of man shall come in His 
glory, from the lips of the King shall 
fall the words, ‘Inasmuch as ye did it 
unto one of these my brethren, even 
these least, ye did it unto me.’” 

This missionary biography is a model. 
Its author, Harold B. Rattenbury, has 
himself had a distinguished career in 
Chinese’ mission work and is able to 
present his subject against a backdrop 
of Chinese history, tradition, and cus- 
tom. It is the story of an authentic 
saint—and how many such we have 
had in the last two centuries of Chris- 
tian missions! It is well that their lives 
should be recorded, cherished, and re- 
membered. They are the glory of Prot- 
estantism and an incitement to imita- 
tion, now and hereafter. 


This editorial is based on ‘“‘David Hill, Friend 
of China,” by Harold B. Rattenbury. (The Ep- 
worth Press, London, 8 shillings sixnence.) 
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“This shall be a SIGN unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes.” 


Today they call it a ‘ayette.”’ 


What a Privilege! 
What an Honor! 


What a Service!—to clothe babes born in Bethlehem Judea! 
Wherever Jews are found, Tel Aviv or Jerusalem, Warsaw or Cracow, Berlin or 
Wroclaw, there they speak of the ministry the Scott Mission renders to Jews. 


CHRISTMAS! 
The Feast of Gluing 


God so loved the world that He gave! 
The Magi brought gifts! 


Will you this day send your gift for the proclamation of the Gospel to the Jews, 
*“‘that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.’’ 


Send your offering for Christian services for the poor Jews in Israel, Poland, 
Germany, and America to the REV. MORRIS ZEIDMAN 


SCOTT MESBEON: ° aN CORPORATED 


502 Spadina Avenue - 


Write for our free quarterly magazine and literature on Jews and Judaism 


Just recently we received requests from poor 
Jewish mothers in Israel, for layettes for their newly-born babes. 


~ Toronto 4, Canada 
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Suggestions for Your Christmas 
Giving 
(Continued from page 1043) 

West Indies General Mission, Capt. H. W. 
Uffelin, Founder and Field Sec., Box 351, 
Kingston, Jamaica, W. L. Send gifts to D. M. 
Stearns Missionary Fund, 147 W. School Lane, 
Philadelphia 44. 

West Indies Mission, the Rev. Elmer V. 
Thompson, Director, Route 1, Homer City, Pa. 

Woman’s Union Missionary Society of Amer- 
iea, 45 Astor Place, Room 316, New York 
City 3. ‘ 

Women’s Christian Medical College, Lud- 
hiana, Punjab, India, Dr. Edith M. Brown, 
Founder. Send gifts to Miss Lucy Powel, 
Sec., Washington Square Heights, Norristown, 
R.D. 3, Pa. 

World Dominion Mov 
Ave., New York City 10. 

World Wide Prayer and Missionary Union, 
Inc., William A. Paul, Sec., 4714 N. Spauld- 
ing Ave., Chicago 25. 

Wycliffe Bible Translators, Inc.. Wm. G. 
Nyman, Sec.-Treas., Box 870, Glendale 5, Calif. 

Zenana Bible and Medical Mission, 146 Cot- 
tingham St., Toronto 5, Can. 
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Where To Send Used 
Sunday School Pictures 


HILE at the Christian Convention 

in Morges, Switzerland, in August, 
the Editor met Pastor E. Charlet, an 
evangelist who is associated with the 
Bible Institute at Nogent-sur-Marne, 
near Paris, France. Monsieur Charlet 
is a zealous worker and preaches the 
true Gospel. He has written tracts 
which he uses in his work. 

Monsieur Charlet would be glad to 
use some of the large, colored pictures 
that are used in connection with the 
Sunday school lessons after they have 
served their purpose in this country. 
He finds them very useful in his open- 
air meetings and among the children. 
Any Sunday school teachers or other 
workers among children who have such 
surplus pictures should mail them di- 
rectly to Pastor E. Charlet, Origny-le- 
Roux, Mamers (Sarthe), France, 


4 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


t, Inc.,°156 Fifth 














Sunday, December 17 


Help Wanted: Apply to the Bible 
(Isa. 1:18; Luke 9:37-42; John 14:1-6) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


T HAS been pointed out in the first 

two topics on “Treasures in the Bible” 
that the Bible is God’s divinely inspired 
revelation to man concerning redemp- 
tion, and furthermore that it can be 
understood and appropriated by all who 
are willing to read it regularly and sys- 
tematically because, in the Holy Spirit 
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whom the Lord Jesus has sent to dwell 
in the heart of all believers, we have 
a teacher whose business it is to enable 
us to understand what we read, 


b 4 

This third and final topic in the series 
seeks to emphasize some of the ways in 
which the Bible meets the needs of hu- 
man hearts: 

One of the ways in which we may 
see how the Bible meets human needs is 
to understand something of the purpose 
of the Scriptures. 

In Galatians 3:22, we learn that one 
purpose is to reveal to man his lost con- 
dition, Until man recognizes that he is 
lost and undone, he will go on in his 
evil ways, thinking he is all right. 

Another purpose of the Scriptures is 
to reveal the way- of salvation and to 
point to Christ as Saviour (2 Tim, 3:15; 
John 5:39; Acts 10:43). It is not enough 
to know that one is lost, the way of 
escape must also be made plain, and 
this the Scriptures reveal. 

But knowing that one is lost, and hav- 
ing been pointed to the way of escape 
is still not enough. We might be brought 
to the very threshold of a bridge across 
a chasm, and not be convinced that the 
bridge will support our weight and carry 
us safely to the other side. Therefore, 
still another purpose of the Scriptures 
is to produce faith in the way of salva- 
tion that God has provided (John 20:31; 
Rom, 10:17). The Scriptures, by telling 
us about the Lord Jesus, and about God's 
love and provision for us, and about 
those who have trusted in Him and have 
been saved, help to produce in our 
hearts a faith in Christ that causes us 
to accept and appropriate the salvation 
that God has designed for us. 

But here again, God has not been sat- 
isfied to save us and then leave us to 
struggle along through life as best we 
can. He has given the Scriptures for 
still another purpose of maintaining the 
new life that has been born in us through 
faith in Christ (Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4), 
and then to serve us as a guidebook that 
will instruct us (Rom, 15:4), illuminate 
the path of life (Psa, 119:130), and re- 
veal to us God’s will (Exod, 24:3, 4). 

God knew also that we would need 
correction and reproof from time to time, 
and so He uses the Scriptures for that 
purpose (2 Tim. 3:16), and He intends 
also that through the Scriptures we 
might grow in grace and in the knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and be 
built up and made strong in the Chris- 
tian faith (1 Pet. 2:2; 1 Cor. 10:11; 2 
Tim. 3:16). 

we 


Perhaps a glimpse at some of the sym- 
bols that the Bible uses in describing 
itself may also help us to see just how 
it meets the needs of the human heart: 

The Bible calls itself a mirror (Jas. 
1:25), in the sense that it reveals to man 
what is in his own heart, 

It calls itself a lamp and a light (Psa. 
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119:105), for illuminating the way 
through life and helping us to avoid 
stumbling into pitfalls, 

It calls itself milk (Heb, 5:12, 13), be- 
cause it will nourish and strengthen 
those who read it and apply it. 

It calls itself meat (Heb. 5:13, 14), in 
the sense meat is used to provide ade- 
quate strength for difficult tasks and 
for the growth of the individual. 

It calls itself honey (Psa. 19:10), refer- 
ring to the enjoyment and delight that 
it brings to those who read it. 

It calls itself water (Eph. 5:26), be- 
cause the reading and application of the 
Scripture helps to cleanse the individual 
from sin’s defilement. 

It refers to itself as gold (Psa. 19:10), 
in the sense that it enriches those who 
use it, 

It speaks of itself as fire (Jer, 23:29), 
for fire has.a refining, cleansing action. 

It speaks of itself as a hammer (Jer. 
23:29), because, when rightly used, it 
breaks down resistance and breaks up 
hardened hearts, 

It speaks of itself as a sword (Heb. 
4:12; Eph. 6:17), for, when rightly used, 
it is a weapon that puts to flight the 
Evil One when he seeks to tempt us to 
step aside from God’s path, 

Finally, the Bible calls itself seed 
(Matt. 13:19; 1 Pet. 1:23), in the sense 
that it may be scattered, by word of 
mouth or by the printed page, into other 
hearts and, lodging there, may grow up 
to produce new life. 

But, lest our consideration of these 
three topics on “Treasures in the Bible” 
should be confined to merely an aca- 
demic approach, let us ask for personal 
testimonies from individuals in our 
group as to how the Bible has met their 
own particular needs by bringing in- 
spiration, comfort, counsel, or faith in 
their own lives, just when such help 
was particularly needed, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

1 


A New Christmas Service 


NCE again, Mary Brainerd Smith, 

well known to Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times readers, has prepared a Christ- 
mas service for use in Sunday schools. 
It is entitled, “Good Gifts and Perfect 
Gifts,” and is centered around the theme 
of God’s great Gift to us— His own Son 
—and what we can and should give to 
Him and to others because He has first 
loved us. 

The service includes responsive Scrip- 
ture readings, special hymns set to 
familiar hymn tunes, and poems and 
Tecitations suitable for boys and girls 
in the various departments of the school. 
It is in convenient folder form. 

Copies of this new Christmas service 
May be had at 25 cents a dozen, or $2 
a hundred. Just address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 1950 
Christmas service. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





God Speaks. By E. M. Canney. (The 
Church Press, 4987 N. Figueroa St., Los 
Angeles 42; $3.) Though thoroughly or- 
thodox and also highly commended by 
outstanding Christian reviewers, this 
study of history and prophecy is difficult 
to classify. The title suggests that di- 
vine revelation is the book’s major con- 
cern, and to be sure, it sketchily dis- 
cusses God’s self-disclosure through a 
race, through a nation, and through His 
only begotten Son, yet the book’s inter- 
est is focusea primarily upon “The Final 
Conflict,” as that denouement of the ages 
is delineated in Ezekiel 36 to 39. Un- 
questionably the author’s exposition of 
these difficult chapters will meet with 
hearty approval by many premillennial- 
ists, for she identifies “Rosh” with Russia 
(pp. 122-124); she believes Great Britain, 
Italy, the United States of America, Ar- 
gentina, France, Spain, Algeria, Egypt, 
Greece, and Palestine to be the “mer- 
chants of Tarshish” (p. 175); and she 
argues that “the young lions thereof” 
must be “the colonies of these countries,” 
or “all of South America except Brazil” 
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BOOK AND CHAPTER .. . The latest mechan- 
jeal improvement in the new Index Bible. The 
index finger finds the book, while the thumb 
locates the chapter. All in one motion! King 
James and American Standard Versions of the 
Bible and Testament. Page size, 33%’ x 6 1/16", 
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FRANCE NEEDS CHRIST, 


The French Bible Mission is a company of Bible-believing French Baptist churches, 
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For free literature and for arrangements for conference speakers write 
American Council of the French Bible Mission 
Room 1814 
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New York 10, N. Y. 











groups. Write to Dept. S 


Time UES in Snelay School 


Half an hour a week to write 
God's Word on young hearts! 


ASSU Lesson Helps are prepared 
by experts to help teachers make 
the most of that precious half hour. 
Send for free set — see for your- 
self: Quarterlies for all depart- 
ments based on International 
Uniform Lessons Doctrinally true to 
the Word. Papers for all age 
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(ibid.). While these identifications are 
possible of course, they are admittedly 
problematical, and any dogmatism must 
be avoided. The exegesis of these pre- 
dictions should be undertaken with great 
caution, preferably from the original 
text, and in the light of all the knowl- 
edge that modern archaeological findings 
can throw upon them. Interesting, there- 
fore, as are some of Miss Canney’s opin- 
ions, they ought to be viewed merely 
as suggestions toward a solution of this 
long-disputed portion of Scripture, 


Studies in Modernism. By William Bit- 
tle Wells. (May be had from the author, 
2124 S. W. Laurel St., Portland 1, Oreg., 
25 cents, paper.) Mr. Wells has written 
articles making mention of Modernism, 
that have appeared in secular and re- 
ligious periodicals. The present booklet 
is a compilation of five of them. Two 
of the articles are reprints from Chris- 
tianity Today for December, 1930, and 
August, 1931. Two-others appeared first 
in the Oregon Daily Journal, in 1947 and 
1948. The opening chapter was written 
for this booklet and speaks of the in- 
tellectual, moral, and spiritual confu- 
sion that exists in the world today. His 
discussion in the closing chapter, 
“Authority in Religion,” showing the fal- 
lacy of the theory that “the final author- 
ity is the experience of the individual,” 
is most helpful. The author knows what 
he believes, has spiritual discernment, is 
concerned for the welfare of both church 
and state, and is aware of the destruc- 
tive power of the “good words and fair 
speeches” of Liberal theologians, and he 
is to be commended for his zeal. Un- 
fortunately ‘the work is weakened by 
insufficient documentation. 


The Christian Teacher. By Clarence 
H. Benson. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$2.50.) It would be a fine thing if this 
book were required reading for every 
Sunday school teacher and Christian 
worker, and for teaching courses in our 
Bible schools and institutes. It is ob- 
vious enough that those engaged in 
teaching in the Christian field, whether 
in Sunday schools or Christian day 
schools, ought to be as well or better 
prepared than the secular teacher. This 
text presents, in a simple and compel- 
ling way, the definitions and principles 
undergirding effective Christian teach- 
ing. The six sections of the book in- 
clude: “The Task,” “The Teacher,” “The 
Pupil,” “The Lesson,” “The Teaching,” 
and “The Model Teacher.” The whole 
is helpful and Scriptural, and shows 
penetrating insight into the whole sub- 
ject. Thought-provoking questions fol- 
low each chapter, and the careful an- 
swers to these questions will prove a 
great aid in understanding and retain- 
ing the information presented. The con- 
cluding section, which presents our Lord 
as a teacher, is exceptionally valuable. 


The Answer. By Robert T. Ketcham, 


D.D, (The General Association of Regu- 
lar Baptist Churches, 431 S, Dearborn 
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St., Chicago 5; 25 cents, paper.) The 
Northern Baptist Convention (now offi- 
cially the American Baptist Convention) 
has long been under fire for its inclusiv- 
ist policies, programs, and personne], 
Some time ago, a pastor of one of the 
Convention churches wrote in defense 
of the organization and its operations. 
Dr. Ketcham has ably answered this 
defense with itemized facts, including 
names, dates, and places, clearly show- 
ing the Modernistic conditions in the 
Northern Baptist Convention. Eleven 
brief chapters convincingly demonstrate 
the mixture of beliefs to be found among 
leaders, and in schools and churches 
belonging to the Convention. Among 
others, pastors in the homeland and mis- 
sionaries on the foreign field are quoted, 
For instance, Dr. Duncan E, Littlefair, 
pastor of the Fountain Street Baptist 
Church of Grand Rapids, Mich., and 
host pastor to the Northern Baptist Con- 
vention in 1946, says in a published ser- 
mon delivered in his own pulpit, “Jesus 
is not and cannot be God. He was God 
in the same way that you and I may be 
God.” There are dozens of such ex- 
amples of blasphemous unbelief reported 
here to refute the claim that there is 
no Unitarianism or very little Modern- 
ism within the bounds of the Northern 
Baptist Convention. A closing chapter 
tells of the organization and work of the 
General Association of Regular Baptist 
Churches. This fellowship, founded in 
1932 with 22 churches, today numbers 
550 churches in its membership. Most 
of these were once members of the 
Northern Baptist Convention, but with- 
drew in protest against its heresies. 


A Study of the Prophet Micah. By B. A. 
Copass and E, L. Carlson, (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) The 
authors have specialized in a study of 
the times and writing of the Prophet 
Micah. Their book is based on a series 
of lessons worked out by them for ad- 
vanced classes at Southwestern Baptist 
Seminary. The first half of the work is 
background for a better understanding 
of Micah’s words. It includes a his- 
torical study of the work of seers and 
prophets among primitive people and 
Israel, and a survey of their history, 
laws, and social conditions. This is fol- 
lowed by an examination of the style 
and form of Micah’s prophecy, a résumé 
of his message, and a biography of 
Micah. The latter half of the book is 
devoted to an analysis of the text of the 
prophecy. The exposition is brief but 
clarifying. Of special interest is the 
explanation of the play on words in 
Micah 1:10-15. Frequent footnotes in 
both halves of the book, including Scrip- 
ture references, add much to its value. 
It will be of particular use to the more 
serious student of the Old Testament. 
Exception must be taken, however, to 
some of its statements. For instance, 
in referring to the “machinery of proph- 
ecy” in Israel and its seeming similarity 
to that of other nations, it is said, 
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“Moses, as has been seen, used magic 
against magic.” Again, referring to the 
prophets of Israel, it is said, “Groping 
at times [they] still reached to such 
knowledge of the character of Jehovah 
that all men who seek truth continuously 
draw from them” (pp. 21 and 41). 


The Jew and Palestine in Prophecy. 
By M. R. DeHaan, M.D. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $2.) 
The past, present, and future of the 
Jew and the land of Palestine is the 
burden of many passages of Scripture. 
In twenty-three radio messages, now 
the contents of this book, Dr. DeHaan 
discusses most of the outstanding refer- 
ences to the fact of Israel’s return to 
the land given her long ago by the Lord 
Himself. The burning bush that Moses 
saw, and Ezekiel’s vision of the valley 
of dry bones are shown to be pictures 


‘of Israel in the fire of affliction, but not 


consumed, and a nation scatttered, but 
destined to reassemble and live again. 
The vine, the fig tree, and the olive tree 
as figures of Israel receive their share 
of attention. The difference between the 
Abrahamic and the Sinaitic covenants, 
the time of Jacob’s trouble, Israel’s res- 
cue from the oppression of the nations, 
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and the setting up of the millennial 
Kingdom, are all explained with a clar- 
ity that makes this a valuable series 
of prophetic studies. They are both in- 
structive and challenging. One needs 
to distinguish between Israel and the 
Church in interpreting Scripture. This 
book is an aid to that end. Dr. DeHaan 
raises a strong testimony to the truth 
of the pretribulation, premillennial rap- 
ture, and speaks of a literal thousand- 
year kingdom. This is timely in a day 
when many seem prone to spiritualize 
into thin air the prediction of Christ’s 
millennial reign. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo] Lesson Committee. 


December 11 to 17 


Mon.—John 16:28-33. 
Our Victorious Lord. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “I have overcome 
the world.” The “first .. . Adam” was 
overcome by the world: but the “last 
Adam” overcame the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil. The Devil used all His 
devices in tempting Christ: but he failed 
and was nearly finished in that confiict. 
The cross completed the triumph of 
Christ, for the world was crucified unto 
Him there, and there He made a show 
of Satan and the principalities and 
powers of darkness, triumphing over 
them in it. And Christ our Saviour 
wants to be our victory. Pray for Spain. 


Tues.—Romans 8:31-39. 
“More Than Conquerors.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “More than con- 
querors through him that loved us.” 
Christ in us is the hope of glory and 
the assurance of victory over the world, 
the flesh, and the Devil. Christ dwell- 
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A Translation in Modern English 





REFRrEsHINGLY new, yet conservative. 
Ideal for private Bible study and devotional 
reading. Accurate chronology provides a 
progressive dating of the life of Christ and 
of the Acts. Accurate rendering of the orig- 

inal Greek with brief footnotes. 
“The best modern-English Translation . . .” 
Dr. Wm. Hendriksen, Calvin Seminary. 
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672 pages— pocket size (374"x5 4") — $2.50 
Available at all religions book stores. 


Zondervan Publishing House 


GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 
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our free descriptive booklet today. 





Happened -- 
When the Star appeared in the East 


Over 1949 years ago, the three Wise Men followed a 
bright star that appeared in the East. In a manger at 
Bethlehem they found our Saviour had been born. 
The world reverberated with the glorious words, 
“Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men”. 


SINCE 1809, THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY has been bringing the Scripture to 
millions of New Yorkers who would otherwise be neglected. In hospitals, penal 
institutions, charity institutions and foreign language groups, New York Bible 
Society workers are constantly distributing the Word of God. 


WON'T YOU HAVE A PART IN THIS WORK? 


THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY ANNUITY PLAN will provide for you an income 
for life and will provide for the furtherance of this necessary work. Send for 


Rev. D. J. FANT, General Secretary 
NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY New York 17, N. ¥. 


5 East 48th St., Dept. 97 
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PROMOTE 
Evangelism and Foreign Missions 


by suppesting the work that trains men and women for 
the service of Christ in many denominations both at 
home and abroad. 


TORONTO BIBLE COLLEGE 
equips young men and women with effective training. 
SUPPORT IT WITH YOUR PRAYERS 
MAINTAIN IT WITH YOUR GIFTS 

Address correspondence to: The Secretary 


TORONTO BIBLE COLLEGE 
Founded 1894 16 Spadina Road, Toronto 
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ing in our hearts by faith insures un- 
fluctuating power and peace. The Devil 
is strong, but Christ is stronger. When 
we turn life’s battles over to Him we 
are absolutely certain of victory. Pray 
for the Southern Hebrew Mission, Box 
587, Chattanooga 1, Tenn, 


Wed.—2 Peter 1:2-8. Effective Living. 
PRAYER SuccEsTiIons: “If these things 

be in you, and abound, they make you 

that ye shall neither be barren nor un- 








In Palestine 


As fast as funds permit, the Board 
will complete the projected modern 
tuberculosis sanatorium at Ain Arrub.in 
the Valley of Berachah where King 
Jehoshophat’s. victorious hosts “blessed 
the Lord”. A commodious new mission 
home has already been erected. Dr. 
Thomas A. Lambie writes: “The old 
mission house at ‘Berachah’ or Ain Ar- 
rub, twelve miles south of Bethlehem, 
was despoiled of everything, even the 
floor tiles and bathroom fixtures and 
pipes. Mee | the roof and walls were 
standing. The police had moved in a 
few months previously, evicting the 
refugees. But they didn’t want to turn 
the building over at once. Next the 
property is a.camp of 8,000 refugees, 
some of them very lawless; so it was 
considered God's provision that the po 
lice post was there during these trou- 
blous times.” 


The Independent Board was found- 
ed to establish and maintain “truly Bib- 
lical missions” in all countries of the 
world. This unchanging purpose it 


What @ precious opportunity to minister again in the very land where 
lesus Himself once i with healing touch! For further details, write 
lof your copy of “Biblical Missions’’ direct to The General Secretary, 
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Tl. Independent Board 


151 Maplewood Avenue 
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maintains in the presence of either pa- 
gan or modernistic unbelief, since both 
emanate from the same source and ex- 
hibit the same need. 
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fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” God has granted all we 
need for life and godliness. The foun- 
tain is flowing, but we must take grace 
to help in time of need. Pardon is free, 
and grace for all necessities, but we 
must call for forgiveness, and appro- 
priate grace for godliness. God’s plants 
need to appropriate what is necessary 
for fruitage. Feed more and more on 
Christ and become more Christlike. Pray 
for the Big Brother Tract Band, Bor 
888, Akron 9, Ohio. 


Thurs.—2 Corinthians 11:23-33. 
Enduring Hardship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Are they min- 
isters of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I 
am more.” Note the list of Paul’s afflic- 
tions for the Gospel. He supports his 
calm claim to enduring afflictions for 
Christ with twenty-three varieties. Few 
have endured so much for the sake of 
Christ in all the annals of the Church. 
Ministers especially may find comfort in 
the triumphs of the apostle to the Gen- 
tiles. The grace of God given to Him 
is available to us. Pray for Hampden 
Dubose Academy, Zellwood, Fla, 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 12:1-10, 
Grace Sufficient. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My grace is suf- 
ficient for thee.” Christ has provided 
all-sufficient support for every form of 
trial a believer can know. His grace, 
so evident in His own all-point tempta- 
tions, is made available to us through 
His blood. It is promised in His Word, 
and made available by His Spirit. Take 
heart; His grace can make you what 
you ought to be and enable you to do 
all you ought to do. Pray for Sterling 
College, Sterling, Kans, 


Sat.—2 Timothy 4:1-8. 
The Reward of Victorious Living. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONsS: “Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness.” God will plentifully reward faith- 
fulness. Be faithful to holy duty. It 
may be difficult, but the bright reward 
that lasts forever will be ample repay 
for all you suffer for your Lord. Eternal 
honors attend your whole-hearted devo- 
tion to your Lord. Pray for Bryan Uni- 

versity, Dayton, Tenn, 


Sun.—2 Timothy 4:9-18. 
The Sustaining Presence. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Notwithstand- 
ing the Lord stood by me.” Paul had 
a taste of the bitterness experienced 
by Christ when deserted by his 
friends. All forsook Christ, and all 
kept away from Paul in the darkest 
hours. How our Lord and Paul felt 
is a matter of record. The comfort 


_of the presence of the Father was 


the consolation of Christ, and the 
presence of Christ the consolation of 
Paul. When other helpers fail, God 
is present with His aid. Pray for 
Baptist Bible Seminary, Johnson City, 
N. Y. 
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At Moody you'll learn how to deal with many 
types of people under many different conditions. For instance, 
Moody students work with down-and-outers in Chicago’s famous 
rescue missions; children in child evangelism classes, Sunday 
Schools, and boys’ and girls’ clubs; the ill in hospitals; hardened 
offenders in a number of penal institutions, and servicemen 
in Christian centers. In addition, there is house-to-house visita- 
tion, pulpit supply, open air meetings, and work with foreign 
groups. You, as a student, have opportunities to do the type 
of work most closely related to the course you're taking. 


Training 
at the 
RIGHT 


school is Re Pai 

Of course, classroom instruction is of primary import- 
Fi | ance. Outside the classroom, Moody students become ex- 
im por tant! perienced, capable soul winners by spending nine or ten 


hours every week doing practical Christian work. Thor- 
ough classroom instruction—unlimited opportunities to 
put it into practice .. . this is the Moody plan! Write 
today for an illustrated catalog. Address dept.S 215 


ILLINOIS 
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